OPEN SESSION: There were no members of public present.

MINUTES OF THE MEETING OF RINGWOOD TOWN COUNCIL
Held on Wednesday 27th June 2018 at 7.00pm at Ringwood Gateway, The Furlong,
Ringwood.
PRESENT:

Cllr Tony Ring, Town Mayor
Cllr Philip Day, Deputy Mayor
Cllr Andrew Briers
Cllr Hilary Edge
Cllr Jeremy Heron
Cllr Darren Loose
Cllr Anne Murphy
Cllr Gloria O’Reilly
Cllr Steve Rippon-Swaine
Cllr Michael Thierry
Cllr Christopher Treleaven
Cllr Tim Ward

IN ATTENDANCE:

Mr Chris Wilkins, Town Clerk
Mrs Jo Hurd, Deputy Town Clerk

C/6162
APOLOGIES FOR ABSENCE
The Town Clerk reported that apologies for absence had been received from Cllrs Ford and
Wiseman.
C/6163
DECLARATIONS OF INTEREST
There were none declared at this time.
C/6164
MINUTES OF PREVIOUS MEETING
RESOLVED: That the minutes of the Meeting held on 30th May 2018, having been circulated,
be approved and signed as a correct record.
C/6165
PRESENTATION OF STUDENT ADVISOR CERTIFICATES
There were no Student Advisors in attendance; certificates would be forwarded to the School.
The Town Mayor commented that he had been impressed by the maturity and social
responsibility of the students. Cllr Thierry said that a former Student Advisor had expressed
an interest in becoming a councillor, which showed the value of the scheme.
C/6166
RECREATION, LEISURE AND OPEN SPACES COMMITTEE
Cllr Briers presented the minutes of the Recreation, Leisure and Open Spaces Committee
meetings held on 30th May and 6th June 2018.
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OS/5787: It was noted that work to refurbish the benches in Gateway Square was now
complete, although the fence would not be removed until the oil was dry and the seats were
safe to sit on.
There was some concern that vehicles were being allowed to enter the Square, when it had
originally been designed for pedestrians only. However, it was acknowledged that there was
an occasional need for vehicles to access the area, for example to erect the Christmas tree.
The management agreement would give the Town Council the authority to control this better,
and the Town Clerk was asked to consider how this could be formally regulated and to enquire
of the District Council whether there should be a weight restriction imposed.
RESOLVED: That the minutes of the Recreation, Leisure and Open Spaces Committee
meetings held on 30th May and 6th June 2018 be received, and that the
recommendation therein be approved.
C/6167
PLANNING, TOWN & ENVIRONMENT COMMITTEE
Cllr Treleaven presented the minutes of the Planning, Town & Environment Committee
meetings held on 30th May and 1st June 2018.
P/5508: Cllr Treleaven outlined the reasons for the Committee’s recommendation not to
proceed with an independent transport assessment.
i)
The District Council’s Transport Assessment, to support the allocation of new housing
sites, had concluded that the impact of this development would not be so severe as to
preclude the sites coming forward, subject to appropriate mitigation. Members now
understood that the term severe represented complete gridlock, and it was agreed that
it would not be possible to provide sufficient evidence to challenge the District Council
on this point.
ii)
The number of new homes now proposed had decreased from 1150 to 750, and would
therefore generate less traffic movement.
iii)
The road network proposed in the new site allocations would create a link from the A31
at Poulner to Christchurch Road, and this would assist in relieving congestion.
Cllr Day reported that he had experienced very little congestion on Crow Lane/Moortown Lane
during the recent closure of Christchurch Road, and felt that the lanes had coped well with the
increase in traffic. However, he acknowledged that there had been an issue in Eastfield Lane.
Also, traffic using the High Street and West Street at rush hour was minimal during this time.
He agreed that it would be extremely difficult to argue that additional development would have
a ‘severe’ impact.
RESOLVED: That the minutes of the Planning, Town & Environment Committee meetings
held on 30th May and 1st June 2018 be received, and that the recommendation
therein be approved.
C/6168
POLICY & FINANCE COMMITTEE
Cllr Heron presented the minutes of the Policy & Finance Committee meetings held on 30th
May and 20th June 2018.
RESOLVED: That the minutes of the Policy & Finance Committee meetings held on 30th May
and 20th June 2018 be received, with the exception of recommendations at
F/5584 and F/5590, which were included elsewhere on the agenda.
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C/6169
ANNUAL RETURN (Annex A)
Members considered the Annual Governance and Accountability Return for 2017/18.
In considering the Accounting Statements, the Town Mayor expressed surprise that the
Council did not depreciate assets. Cllr Heron explained that this was common practice within
the sector and was one of the reasons for holding provisions, in order to set aside funds to
replace fixed assets. It was noted that the increase in value for assets that appreciate, such
as land, was also not accounted for.
RESOLVED: 1) That the Internal Audit Report 2017/18 be received and noted;
2) That the Annual Governance Statement 2017/18 be approved;
3) That the Accounting Statements 2017/18 be approved.
ACTION

R Fitzgerald / C Wilkins

C/6170
STANDING ORDERS
Members considered a proposal from the Town Clerk to replace current Standing Orders with
a new form, based on the latest NALC model (see Annex D to Policy & Finance Minutes dated
20 June 2017).
Cllr Day had reviewed the document in detail and highlighted the fact that some proposals
were very different to the current Standing Orders, particularly in respect of the rules of
debate, the term of office of Town Mayor and the role of the Staffing Committee. He therefore
proposed that consideration of the proposed document be deferred to the next meeting and
that a Working Party be appointed to consider the changes in detail.
Cllr Thierry said that the difference between a proposal and a motion should be made clear
and suggested that there should be tighter rules for debate (to promote debate rather than
conversation), perhaps with a restriction on the number of times a councillor could speak on a
particular subject.
RESOLVED:
1)
That the consideration of new Standing Orders be deferred to the next meeting of Full
Council;
2)
That a Working Party be established to consider the proposed changes and to make
recommendations to Full Council;
3)
That Cllrs Day, Heron and Thierry be appointed to the Standing Orders Working Party.
ACTION

C Wilkins

C/6171
COMMUNICATIONS TO BE RECEIVED
The Town Mayor reported the following:
1)
2)
3)

He, together with Cllr Ward, had attended the Normandy Veterans Wreath Laying on 6
June. He encouraged a greater attendance of councillors in future years.
He had attended the Hampshire County Council service in Winchester Cathedral.
Noted that Hampshire Highways were being pursued by officers to carry out
outstanding repairs, in particular to address issues raised by the organisers of the
Pedal Car Grand Prix. Meeting House Lane would be closed on Sunday 1 July for
repairs to the block paving and manhole covers.
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4)

Noted that a further meeting had been arranged with Wessex Water to discuss the
handback of the Bickerley. The Carnival Fun Fair would take place on the site this
year as planned.

C/6172
REPORTS FROM TOWN COUNCILLORS AND STUDENT ADVISORS
Cllr Day said that people had been making enquiries about when the shared equity/affordable
homes would become available on the Linden Homes site, and asked the Deputy Town Clerk
to follow this up. (Cllr Ward had been informed by Radian Homes that they would be released
in November). He reported that the Events Team was minded to organise the Fireworks event
on Sunday 4 November. Ringwood Rotary was bringing together voluntary organisations to
discuss joint working and he, along with other councillors, would be attending a meeting next
week. The Events Team had received a positive response from Ringwood School promising
greater community involvement and support from pupils at future events. A planning
application for the new sign at Friday’s Cross was in progress and had received positive
feedback from the Planning and Conservation officers. The refurbished Friday’s Cross clock
had been installed and an official launch was to be arranged.
Cllr Treleaven said that he intended to put forward an agenda item for discussion following
feedback from a local refreshment business that, had they known about the recent market
event, would have increased stock to take account of the greater footfall in the town. He
proposed circulating a written invitation to town centre businesses (which he would deliver) to
capture contact details so that information on forthcoming events could be disseminated in
future. He also reported on issues of concern relating to drainage of the Linden Homes site,
following the installation of a new drain connecting to the Crow Lane ditch. This appeared to
be contrary to original planning conditions, which provided for all drainage to be by infiltration.
The matter was being pursued with the District and County Councils, and Linden Homes.
Cllr O’Reilly asked for assistance in arranging for the grass verge along Bickerley Road to be
cut back, as it was affecting visibility. The Deputy Town Clerk agreed to follow this up with the
District Council, who cut the verge on behalf of the County Council.
Cllr Edge was pleased to see repairs had been carried out to the surface of Salisbury Road.
Cllr Loose had received feedback from the organisers of the Artisan Market that the first event
had been a success.
Cllr Ward reported on progress with Go New Forest of a dedicated web page for Ringwood to
promote the town as a destination. He had provided introductory text and photos courtesy of
Pam Brown. The next stage was to encourage event organisers to upload event details.
C/6173
REPORTS FROM COUNTY AND DISTRICT COUNCILLORS
County Councillor Thierry reported that HCC had announced an additional £3 million spend on
pothole repairs; local communities would be informed when the Pothole Busters would be in
the area. He was working with the Leisure Centre to arrange a rehabilitation programme for
sufferers of illnesses such as heart attacks and strokes. There was a concern about the
speed of vehicles using Gravel Lane and Hampshire Highways was looking in to possible
mitigation. During the recent road closure he had visited Christchurch Road every other day,
and had received no complaints from residents about access or delay. He was however
aware that there was an issue with congestion at the junction of Hightown Road and Eastfield
Lane. He reported that the Town Council could apply to HCC for funds to carry out works,
such as the cutting back of the verge in Bickerley Road, if resources allowed.
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District Councillor Heron reported that the budget outturn would be on the agenda for Cabinet
on 4 July. The Council was also considering adopting powers for litter enforcement in order to
fine people who threw litter out of their vehicles.
District Councillor Rippon-Swaine reported that the Council was renewing its contaminated
land strategy and this would be considered at Cabinet on 4 July, with a proposal to deal with
this through the planning process in future. Also, a study of clean air had been carried out, in
partnership with Southampton City Council, and a penalty system for commercial vehicles was
being considered.
C/6174
FORTHCOMING MEETINGS
Recreation, Leisure & Open Spaces
Planning, Town & Environment
Policy & Finance
Full Council

7.00pm
10.00am
7.00pm
7.00pm

Wednesday 4th July 2018
Friday 6th July 2018
Wednesday 18th July 2018
Wednesday 25th July 2018

C/6175
EXCLUSION OF PUBLIC AND PRESS
Cllr Day proposed that there was no need to exclude the public and press as the
recommendation and the Minute referring to it was in the public domain. This would only be
necessary if Members wished to discuss the matter in detail.
RESOLVED: That the public and press be not excluded.
C/6176
EVENTS MANAGEMENT AND ADMINISTRATION
Members considered the recommendation from the Policy and Finance Committee (F/5590
refers) to create a new post of Events Co-Ordinator for a trial period.
RESOLVED: That the post of Events Co-Ordinator be created for a 6-month trial period, on
the basis that it does not interfere with the progress made and ongoing work at
Carvers and the Clubhouse, and that a budget be set for this purpose.

There being no further business, the Town Mayor closed the meeting at 8.34pm.

APPROVED
25th July 2018

TOWN MAYOR
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