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MINUTES OF THE MEETING OF THE PLANNING, TOWN & ENVIRONMENT 
COMMITTEE 
 
Held on Friday 3rd July 2020 at 10am 
 
The meeting took place in a virtual environment using “Zoom” video conferencing 
technology and members of the public and press were given the opportunity to 
observe or participate in the meeting by pre-registering. 
 
PRESENT:  Cllr Philip Day (Chairman) 

Cllr Rae Frederick (Vice Chairman)  
Cllr Gareth Deboos 
Cllr Hilary Edge 
Cllr Peter Kelleher 
Cllr Gloria O’Reilly 
Cllr Tony Ring 

    
IN ATTENDANCE: Jo Hurd, Deputy Town Clerk 

Nicola Vodden, Meetings Administrator    
 
ABSENT:  Cllr Andy Briers 
  Cllr Glenys Turner 
 
P/5713 
PUBLIC PARTICIPATION 
 
There were no members of the public present. 
 
P/5714 
APOLOGIES FOR ABSENCE 
 
The Deputy Town Clerk reported that apologies for absence had been received from 
Cllrs Briers and Turner. 
 
P/5715 
DECLARATIONS OF INTEREST 
 
None were declared at this stage. 
 
P/5716 
MINUTES OF PREVIOUS MEETING 
 
RESOLVED: That the Minutes of the Meeting held on 5th June 2020, having been  
  circulated, be approved and signed as a correct record. 
 
P/5717 
PLANNING APPLICATIONS 
 
The Deputy Town Clerk advised Members of the change to preliminary briefing notes 
that are normally provided for each NFDC planning application. NFDC’s Chief Planning 
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Officer had implemented the change which would see notes provided early, as a desktop 
study, with a bullet point list of issues to take into consideration and would not provide a 
steer to Town and Parish Councils. NFDC is looking for specific local knowledge that the 
planning officers might not necessarily know and intend to provide training on planning 
matters for Councillors, but there is no timescale for this at present. 

18/11606 Land off Snails Lane – The Deputy Town Clerk reported that Councillors would 
receive a briefing from NFDC to provide an update on pre-application discussions. 
Members agreed to defer consideration of the application until after the briefing and re-
listed it for the next meeting on 7th August. There was some suggestion that it may be 
appropriate to have a special meeting to deal with this application, but this would be 
decided at a later date. 

20/10590 21, Parsonage Barn Lane – Although they were not declarable pecuniary 
interests, Cllrs Day, DeBoos, Frederick, Kelleher, O’Reilly and Ring made the Committee 
aware that they knew the applicants. Cllr O’Reilly, for personal reasons, did not take part 
in the discussion or vote on this application. 

20/10616 2, Morant Road – Although they were not declarable pecuniary interests, Cllrs 
Ring and Day made the Committee aware that they knew the agent for this application. 

R14/15/20/0206 29, Highfield Road – Cllr DeBoos reported that the silver birch had 
already been felled. Members requested that enquiries be made of NFDC Tree Officers, 
as they were concerned that the tree had been either taken down without consent or, if 
consent had been given, that the Council had not had the opportunity to comment. 

RESOLVED: That the observations summarised in Annex A be submitted and the 
decisions made under delegated powers be noted. 

 
ACTION     Nicola Vodden  

 
P/5718 
REAL WORKING PARTY 
 
Cllr Deboos reported that the trees planted by the anglers’ fence (Poulner Lakes/open 
space North Poulner Road) had suffered badly from the recent unauthorised 
encampment and lack of water. Some re-planting was required and would take place in 
the Autumn. Ringwood Action for Climate Emergency (RACE) were indebted to the 
Head Groundsman for the use of the truck and water tank, which enabled watering of 
the saplings. 
 
He also reported that St. Leonards & St. Ives Beavers Group had planted some good 
quality trees, in the area between the 5-bar gate and the roadway for anglers. Thanks 
were expressed for their contribution. 
 
Cllr Kelleher reported that Poulner Residents Association had lots of volunteers and he 
believed there would be a lot of support available for tree planting in the future. 
 
RESOLVED: That the notes of the REAL Working Party on 12th June 2020 (Annex B) 

be received. 
 

ACTION     Jo Hurd 
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P/5719 
HCC RIGHTS OF WAY CUTTING LIST 2020 
 
The Deputy Town Clerk reported that at the January meeting of this Committee, 
Members reviewed the Rights of Way Priority Cutting List (PCL) and recommended to 
Hampshire County Council (HCC) that there be no change to the list of paths cut on an 
annual basis in Ringwood (7 paths in total plus the route of the Avon Valley Path) 
(P/5674). 
 

 

Due to uncertainty surrounding Covid 19, HCC took the decision in May to postpone the 
2020 PCL contract and requested that parish and town councils look at alternative 
means of working with them to cut and manage the list during 2020, noting that HCC 
Rangers will continue to cut the Avon Valley Path. 

Working with the Ringwood and Fordingbridge Footpath Society (RFFS), all 7 of the 
paths on the list were cut in June; 5 by RFFS, and 2 by the Council.  The time taken for 
Town Council grounds staff to cut footpaths 53 and 54 will be recorded against the 
Parish Lengthsman scheme (1/2 a day for 2 grounds staff).  This work will be repeated in 
October to make ongoing maintenance easier.  The other paths will be checked again, 
and cut if necessary, in July by RFFS. 

Members were concerned that as RFFS and the Council had undertaken the cutting this 
year, that this would fall to them again in the future, rather than HCC taking responsibility 
for the paths. 

Members wished to thank Members of RFFS for this assistance in carrying out this work. 

RESOLVED:  
1) That the update in respect of the HCC Rights of Way Cutting List 2020 be noted. 
2) That a letter of thanks be sent to RFFS. 

 
ACTION     Jo Hurd 

 
P/5720 
PROJECTS 
 
A1: Neighbourhood Plan – The Steering Group were happy to proceed to selecting 
consultants via video conferencing, as soon as possible. 

A3: Human Sundial – HCC were still awaiting competitive quotes for the work. It was 
understood that the delay is due to the main contractor seeking quotes from sub-
contractors. 

A4: Cycle Stands – Stands had been ordered for installation at Poulner local shops. 

C2: A31 Improvement Scheme - Town Centre Improvements (Designated Funds) 
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1) West Street: Installation of build-outs to create a gateway at the Market Place end of 
West Street – due for completion end of this week, weather permitting. 
2) The Furlong: Construction of an improved pedestrian crossing between the Furlong 
Shopping Centre and Ringwood Gateway/the town centre car parks – completed, with 
exception of white lining, which will be added end of this week or next week.  
3) Meeting House Lane: Improvements to the pedestrian crossing adjacent to the 
Ringwood Meeting House – work is now complete. 
4) Mansfield Road: Installation of a gateway on the approach to the roundabout – 
resurfacing of central reservation, removal of weeds and sealing to prevent re-growth – 
removal of weeds is expected late July/early August. Resurfacing is to be carried out 
when island in Meeting House Lane is reinstalled.   
5) Hurn Lane: Upgrading of the existing crossing island to accommodate cyclists – 
pending permission from Dorset County Council.  
6) Installation of cycle parking in key town centre locations – Cycle stands had now been 
installed in Gateway Square. Demountable hoops for Market Square/Friday’s Cross 
have been agreed in principle by HCC and are expected to be included in Phase 2 
works.   
7) Signing of and minor improvements to cycle routes linking the town centre and 
outlying areas – all but one of the signs are in place. Stage 3 safety audit will be 
undertaken a reasonable time after all works have been completed. 
The improvement of the roundabout under the A31would be raised with Highways 
England again at the next meeting. 
C6: Shared use path across Carvers – The Deputy Town Clerk reported that the 
anticipated start date was mid to late July. 

C7: New Footpath to link Beaumont Park (Linden Homes site) with Hightown Road 
(alongside west of Crow Lane) – The Deputy Town Clerk reported that initial 
investigations have been completed and the detailed design is to follow. 

RESOLVED: That the report and verbal update in respect of projects (Annex C) be 
noted. 

 
ACTION     Jo Hurd 

 
P/5721 
TRAFFIC ORDERS 
 
Members considered proposals for two Traffic Orders as outlined in Annex D:- 
1) West Street (junction with A31) – prohibition of driving; and  
2) Meeting House Lane (between its junctions with The Furlong and Market Place) – 
reversal of one-way traffic restriction 
  
It was noted that there was no proposed start date for the Traffic Orders, however, 
Members were of the opinion that both should be implemented as soon as possible in 
order to reduce the volume of traffic travelling through the High Street. HCC had not yet 
responded to the Town Council’s proposal to make the High Street more pedestrian 
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friendly and enable social distancing, but it was noted that a meeting was planned the 
following week to discuss this.   
 
There was concern that the appropriate signage needed to be in place in Ringwood and 
on the A31 approaching Ringwood to indicate there would be ‘no route back onto the 
A31 through the town’. Westbound on A31, the signage should be positioned before the 
Burley slip road. The Deputy Town Clerk explained it had been accepted that signage 
would be required, but it needed to be the correct message and she would raise this as 
a separate issue with Highways England. 
 
RESOLVED: That the Council support the proposed Traffic Orders and request that 

they be implemented as soon as possible. 
 

ACTION     Jo Hurd 
 
There being no further business, the Chairman closed the meeting at 12:00 noon. 
 
RECEIVED      APPROVED 
29th July 2020      7th August 2020 
 
 
 
 
TOWN MAYOR     COMMITTEE CHAIRMAN 
 
Note: The text in the Action Boxes above does not form part of these minutes. 
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