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MINUTES OF THE MEETING OF THE RECREATION, LEISURE & OPEN SPACES 
COMMITTEE 
 
Held on Wednesday 1st July 2026 at 7.00pm at Ringwood Gateway, The Furlong, Ringwood. 
 
PRESENT:  Cllr Andy Briers (Chairman) 

Cllr James Swyer (Vice-Chairman)  
   Cllr Luke Dadford 

Cllr Philip Day 
  Cllr Mary DeBoos   
  Cllr Rae Frederick 
  Cllr Peter Kelleher 
    
IN ATTENDANCE: Charmaine Bennett, Town Clerk 

Nicola Vodden, Office Manager 
Cllr Gareth DeBoos (until 7:18pm)  
  

ABSENT:   Cllr John Haywood  
   Cllr Glenys Turner 
   Cllr Janet Georgiou 
   Cllr Becci Windsor 
 
OS/6566 
PUBLIC PARTICIPATION 
 
There were no members of the public present. 
 
OS/6567 
APOLOGIES FOR ABSENCE  
 
Apologies for absence had been received from Cllr Haywood and Turner and Windsor. 
 
Cllr Georgiou had sent her apologies, but the message had not been picked up until after the 
meeting. 
 
OS/6568 
DECLARATIONS OF INTEREST 
 
There were none. 
 
OS/6569 
MINUTES OF THE PREVIOUS MEETING 
 
RESOLVED: That the minutes of the meeting held on 3rd June 2026, having been circulated, 

be approved and signed as a correct record. 
 
OS/6570 
CARVERS WORKING PARTY 
 

The Committee received the notes of the Carvers Working Party meeting held on 15th June 

2026. Members were informed of the proposed parking pilot and potential funding from NFDC 

CIL. Funding of the small pump track (in the vicinity of the existing skate park) from the 

Council’s CIL funds had been considered by Policy and Finance Committee. 
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The recommendations therein were approved. 

 

RESOLVED: 1) That the notes of the Carvers Working Party meeting on 15th June 2026 be 

  received; 

  2) That officers approach NFDC to seek an indication of the likely success of 

  Strategic CIL bids for Phase 2 projects; 

  3) That, should Strategic CIL funding not be secured, the trim trail be prioritised 

  for the next CIL funding round, followed by signage and wayfinding  

  improvements; 

  4) That a pilot scheme be undertaken for the use of the area adjacent to the 

  skatepark for overflow parking associated with clubhouse bookings; 

  5) That clear wording be developed to explain the pilot arrangements, including 

  arrangements for access and disabled users;  

  6) That health and safety matters, including fire risk, be fully considered.  

  7) That cost estimates for the proposed pump track include an appropriate 

  contingency before being reported to the Policy and Finance Committee.  

  8) That security arrangements for the car park pilot be reviewed, including 

  consideration of periodic code changes and potential lighting arrangements. 
 

ACTION     C Bennett  / C Keith 

 
OS/6571 
EVENTS MANAGEMENT SUB-COMMITTEE 
 

The Committee received the notes of the Events Management Sub-Committee meeting held 

on 17th June 2026. Planning for the 800th Anniversary event was progressing well, although a 

couple of traders had cancelled. Volunteer arrangements have been communicated and 

letters will be posted to residents impacted by the road closure. 
 
RESOLVED:  That the notes of the meeting on 17th June 2026 (Annex B) be received. 
 
OS/6572 
GROUNDS FACILITIES PROJECT – GOVERNANCE ARRANGEMENTS 
 
The Committee considered the Town Clerk's report (Annex C) regarding governance 
arrangements for the Grounds Facilities Project. It was proposed that the project remain under 
the oversight of the Recreation, Leisure and Open Spaces Committee, with financial reporting 
directed through the Policy and Finance Committee. Membership nominations for a dedicated 
Sub-Committee were invited.  
 

RESOLVED: 1)  That a Grounds Facilities Project Sub-Committee be established; 

2) That the Constitution and Terms of Reference attached at Appendix A be 

approved; and 

3) That membership of the Sub-Committee comprise Cllrs Andy Briers, Philip 

Day and Rae Frederick.  

 

ACTION     C Bennett    

 
OS/6573 



 

Page 3 of 4 
Chairman’s initials  

 

 

 

SERVICES DEEP DIVE 
 
The Town Clerk asked for volunteers to undertake a services review for Carvers Clubhouse. 
 
RESOLVED:  That Cllrs M DeBoos and Swyer be appointed to undertake the Carvers  
  Clubhouse service review alongside the Town Clerk. 
  

ACTION     C Bennett    

 
OS/6574 
CEMETERY CAR PARK 
 

The Committee considered the Town Clerk's briefing (Annex D) regarding issues with the 

condition of the cemetery car park surface. High usage of the Cemetery Car Park, particularly 

in connection with school-related traffic was highlighted. Officers are monitoring the situation 

and engaging with the school. Data will be gathered by surveying users with support from a 

parent teacher association representative, to gain a better understanding of why people are 

using it. It was acknowledged that restricting access could adversely affect cemetery users 

and would present practical enforcement difficulties. When the evidence is available it will be 

presented to a future meeting for consideration. 

 

RESOLVED:  That the contents of the briefing and support the proposed evidence- 

  gathering and stakeholder engagement work be noted.  

 

ACTION     C Bennett    

 
OS/6575 
LEGEND ON THE BENCH – PROPOSED DONATION OF COMMUNITY SUPPORT BENCH 
 

Members considered the Town Clerk’s report (Annex E) and a request from Bickerley Care 

Home to install a ‘Legend on the Bench’ community bench.  The suggested location for the 

bench is War Memorial Gardens. The bench would be funded through a donation by a former 

resident and could replace an existing bench nearing the end of its serviceable life. There 

would be no cost to the Council as the current base could be reused. 
 
RESOLVED: 1) That installation of a ‘Legend on the Bench’ community bench be supported; 
  and 
  2) That the bench be installed at the War Memorial, replacing one of the  
  existing benches that is nearing the end of its serviceable life. 
 

ACTION     C Bennett  

 
OS/6576 
PROJECTS 
 

The Committee received an update on current projects. 
 

Carvers recreational ground – Pavillion future use - Men's Shed had agreed to meet the 

Council's legal costs associated with preparation of a lease, which it was hoped would be 

presented to the Policy and Finance Committee in July. 
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Cemetery development project – The ground preparation works are nearing completion.  
 
Christmas Lights – A meeting had taken place with Festive Lights. The Christmas lights in 
Gateway Square will be taken down between displays, on the recommendation of NFDC’s 
Tree Officer, due to potential damage to the trees and health and safety concerns. This will 
happen in the next few weeks. 
 
The Christmas Lights Working Party had put forward suggestions to emphasis some areas of 
town which had looked sparse in comparison to others and to resolve a gap in the lights in the 
High Street. The Town Clerk would update the working party when proposals had been 
received from the contractor.   
 
RESOLVED: That the updated projects report (Annex F) be received. 
 
OS/6577 
COMMUNICATIONS 
 
There were no matters raised under this item. 
 
At 7:18pm, Cllr G DeBoos left the meeting. 
 
C/7578 
EXCLUSION OF THE PRESS AND PUBLIC 
 
RESOLVED:  That, in accordance with section 1(2) of the Public Bodies (Admission to  

Meetings) Act 1960, the press and public were excluded because publicity 
would be prejudicial to the public interest by reason of the confidential nature of 
the business to be transacted (Confidential minutes - Annex G). 

 
OS/6579 
LEGAL MATTERS 
 
The Committee received a confidential report (Confidential Annex H) from the Town Clerk 
relating to legal matters. Members agreed the recommendations therein. 
 
RESOLVED: That the Town Clerk proceed as directed. 
 

ACTION     C Bennett    

 
There being no further business, the Chairman closed the meeting at 7.25pm. 
 
Note: The text in the Action Boxes above does not form part of these minutes. 
 
RECEIVED      APPROVED 
29th July 2026      2nd September 2026  
 
 
 
TOWN MAYOR     COMMITTEE CHAIRMAN 
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