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MINUTES OF THE MEETING OF RINGWOOD TOWN COUNCIL 
 
Held on Wednesday 30th September 2026 at 7.00pm at Ringwood Gateway, The Furlong, 
Ringwood. 
 
PRESENT:  Cllr Mary DeBoos, Town Mayor 
   Cllr Andrew Briers  

Cllr Luke Dadford 
   Cllr Philip Day  
   Cllr Gareth DeBoos 
   Cllr Rae Frederick  
   Cllr Janet Georgiou  
   Cllr Peter Kelleher  

Cllr James Swyer, Deputy Mayor 
   Cllr Glenys Turner 
 
IN ATTENDANCE: Mrs Charmaine Bennett, Town Clerk 
   Mrs Jo Hurd, Deputy Town Clerk 

County Cllr Martin Eyre 
 

   ABSENT:  Cllr Ingrid DeBruyn 
  Cllr John Haywood 
  Cllr Michael Thierry 
  Cllr Becci Windsor 
 

C/7607 
PUBLIC PARTICIPATION  
 
There were no members of public present. 
 
C/7608 
APOLOGIES FOR ABSENCE 
 
Apologies for absence had been received from Cllrs DeBruyn, Haywood and Windsor, and 
District Cllr Rippon-Swaine. 
 
C/7609 
DECLARATIONS OF INTEREST 
 
There were none. 
 
C/7610 
MINUTES OF PREVIOUS MEETING 
 
RESOLVED: That the minutes of the Meeting held on 29th July 2026, having been circulated, 

be approved and signed as a correct record. 
 
C/7611 
RECREATION, LEISURE AND OPEN SPACES COMMITTEE 
 
RESOLVED:  That it be noted that the Recreation, Leisure and Open Spaces Committee 

meeting scheduled for 2nd September 2026 was cancelled. 
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C/7612 
PLANNING, TOWN & ENVIRONMENT COMMITTEE 
 
Cllr Dadford presented the minutes of the Planning, Town & Environment Committee 
meetings held on 7th August and 4th September 2026.  
 
RESOLVED: That the minutes of the Planning, Town & Environment Committee meetings 
  held on 7th August and 4th September 2026 be received. 
 
C/7613 
STAFFING MEETING 
 
Cllr Swyer presented the minutes of the Staffing Committee meeting on 16th September 2026. 
 
RESOLVED: That the minutes of the Staffing Committee meeting held on 16th September  

2026 be received. 
 
C/7614 
POLICY AND FINANCE COMMITTEE 
 
Cllr M DeBoos presented the minutes of the Policy and Finance Committee meeting held on 
23rd September 2026.  
 
RESOLVED:  That the minutes of the Policy and Finance Committee meeting held on  

23rd September 2026 be received. 
 

C/7615 
GRANT AID AWARDS  
 
RESOLVED: That grant aid awards to HOPe of £150, Ringwood Carers of £250, Ringwood 

Rotary Club of £150, Trinity Church of £250 and Ringwood Meeting House of 
£200 be noted(F/6588 refers). 

 
C/7616 
EXTERNAL AUDIT 2025/26  
 
Members received the Town Clerk’s report (Annex A) noting the conclusion of the external 
audit and responses to the two observations. 
 
RESOLVED: 1) That the conclusion of the external audit be received and noted, together 
  with the Town Clerk’s responses to the observations made; and 
  2) That the publication of the notice of conclusion of audit on 30th September 
  2026 be noted.   
 
C/7617 
REVIEW OF TOWN COUNCIL STRATEGIC PLAN PRIORITIES  
 
Members considered the Town Clerk’s report (Annex B).   
 
It was suggested that, following the local screening of the People’s Emergency Briefing, 
consideration should be given to the inclusion of an item on climate change in the Strategy.  
 
RESOLVED: 1) That the arrangements for the annual review of the Town Council Strategy 
  2026-29 be noted; 
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  2) That committees and working parties be invited to review relevant priorities 
  and actions and make recommendations where appropriate; and 
  3) That a further report be prepared for the November meeting setting out any 
  proposed amendments for approval by Full Council. 
 

ACTION     Charmaine Bennett  

C/7618 

COMMITTEE COMPOSITION 

Members considered changes to the composition of Council committees, sub-committees, 

working parties and panels.  It was noted that Cllr Frederick had stepped down as a 

representative on the New Forest Business Partnership, leaving Cllr M DeBoos as the 

Council's remaining representative.  Members considered whether a replacement should be 

appointed. 

Members also considered increasing the membership of the Grounds Facilities Project Sub-

Committee, which currently comprised Cllrs Briers, Day and Frederick. 

RESOLVED:  1) That no additional representative be appointed to the New Forest Business  
Partnership. 
2) That Cllrs Georgiou and Kelleher be appointed to the Grounds Facilities 
Project Sub-Committee. 

  
C/7619 
COMMUNICATIONS TO BE RECEIVED 
 
The Town Mayor reported: 
1) She and the Town Clerk had hosted a visit by a local Brownie group at Gateway, which 

had been delightful. 

2) The Carnival Committee had delivered an amazing event, with both the afternoon and 

evening processions being considered by some as the best they’d seen.  She wished to 

record her thanks for everything the Committee does for the town.  It was also noted how 

quickly the town had been tidied up after the event. 

3) Bickerley Green care home had been awarded Hampshire Residential Home of the Year.  

She considered the award thoroughly deserved and proposed a letter of congratulations 

be sent on behalf of the Council. 

 C/7620 
REPORTS FROM COUNTY AND DISTRICT COUNCILLORS 
 
County Cllr Eyre reported that, following the pause in the Local Government Reorganisation 
process, the earliest date a new unitary authority can be formed will be 1 April 2029.  He 
advised a motion was due to be considered by the County Council to approach Forestry 
England regarding a reduction in the recently introduced parking rates for locals; he will be 
supporting the motion.  Members expressed appreciation of his regular social media updates 
on roadworks and road closures. 
 
No District Councillors were present. 
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C/7621 
REPORTS FROM TOWN COUNCILLORS  
 
Cllr Swyer recommended the People’s Emergency Briefing to all; he echoed the Mayor’s 
comments on Carnival and reported that he had deputised for the Town Mayor at Ringwood 
Community Fridge 5th Birthday celebrations, which had brought people together and 
supported the community in a wonderful way. 
 
Cllr Frederick reported that she had resigned from the New Forest Business Partnership as 
the Ringwood & Fordingbridge Business Community was taking up a lot of her time.  She 
referred to free training and grants for local businesses being offered by IncuHive and funded 
by NFDC, and encouraged attendance.  She is attending meetings of the Business and 
Economy Recovery Group following the A31 wildfire and will report back as required.   
 
Cllr Day reported that he, and several other councillors, would be taking part in the annual 
Crow Stream clearance on 1 October. 
 
Cllr Kelleher reported on the Climate Adaptation phase of Greening Ringwood, which was 
currently gathering stories from people who have been impacted by extreme weather events. 
 
Cllr G DeBoos was pleased to note local Police have had some recent successes in removing 
pit bikes.  He also congratulated Ringwood Speedwatch on securing funding from Hampshire 
PCC for an automatic camera. 
 
C/7622 
FORTHCOMING MEETINGS 
 
Dates of forthcoming meetings were noted: 
 
Planning, Town and Environment   10.00am  2nd October 2026  
Recreation, Leisure & Open Spaces     7.00pm  7th October 2026  
Policy & Finance       7.00pm  21st October 2026  
Full Council        7.00pm  28th October 2026 

 
C/7623 
COMMUNICATIONS 
 
RESOLVED: That the IncuHive business support be publicised and that details of the 

Banking Hub be shared when appropriate. 
 
C/7624 
EXCLUSION OF THE PRESS AND PUBLIC 
 
RESOLVED:  That, in accordance with section 1(2) of the Public Bodies (Admission to  

Meetings) Act 1960, the press and public were excluded because publicity 
would be prejudicial to the public interest by reason of the confidential nature of 
the business to be transacted (Confidential minutes - Annex C). 

 
C/7625 
LEGAL MATTERS 
 
The Town Clerk reported on ongoing legal matters. 
 
RESOLVED: That the Town Clerk’s verbal report be received. 
 



Page 5 of 5 
Chairman’s initials  

 
 

  

ACTION     C Bennett 

 
There being no further business, the Town Mayor closed the meeting at 7:52pm.   
 
APPROVED 
28th October 2026 
 
 
 
TOWN MAYOR   
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COMMITTEE REPORT 

Report title Notice of conclusion of audit 2025/26 
Committee Full Council 
Date 30th September 2026 
Report author Charmaine Bennett 

 

Decision Summary 

Purpose To acknowledge receipt of the external auditor’s report, note its 
contents and the Town Clerk’s comments, and note publication of 
the notice of conclusion. 

Decision type To note 
Financial impact 

 
None 

Budget provision Not applicable/other 
Confidential / exempt No 

 

1. Introduction and reason for report  

 To advise the Council that the external audit for 2025 / 26 has now concluded. This would 

 ordinarily be considered first by the Policy and Finance Committee, however it had not been 

 received from the external auditor in time for inclusion on the agenda for the 23rd September 

 meeting. It has been referred direct to Full Council due to the legal requirement to publish the 

 audit by 30th September 2026. 

2. Background Information  

The audit of the Council’s finances for 2025/26 has now been concluded. The auditors, BDO 

LLP, concluded that: 

“On the basis of our review of Sections 1 and 2 of the Annual Governance and Accountability 

Return, in our opinion the information in Sections 1 and 2 of the Annual Governance and 

Accountability Return is in accordance with Proper Practices and no other matters have come 

to our attention giving cause for concern that relevant legislation and regulatory requirements 

have not been met.” 

3. Observations 

 

The auditors made two observations. The Town Clerk’s comments are set out below each 

observation. 

NicolaVodden
A
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3.1 Observation 1 

“The AGAR was not accurately completed before submission for review. It was returned for 

amendment and has subsequently been corrected.” 

Town Clerk’s comments: No further action required. The AGAR was corrected and resubmitted 

as requested. 

      3.2 Observation 2 

“The smaller authority administers two charities, yet has not opened a separate bank account 

to administer its activities. The authority should not administer charities through its bank 

account whether it is a sole trustee or not. The authority has correctly answered ‘No’ to 

Assertion 9 of the Annual Governance Statement and ‘No’ to box 11 of the Accounting 

Statements. The authority also believes it is the sole trustee to these charities; however, this 

does not agree with the Charity Commission website. The authority should obtain the trust 

deed for the charities and establish who the trustees are. If required, the authority should 

contact the Charity Commission and ensure it reflects the correct position.” 

Town Clerk’s comments: The Council will review the governing documents for both charities, 

confirm the correct trustee arrangements with the Charity Commission and establish separate 

banking arrangements as required. 

 3.3 The external auditor’s certificate is appended. The notice of conclusion of audit will be 

 published on 30th September 2026. 

4. RECOMMENDATION 

 It is recommended that: 

 4.1 The conclusions of the external auditor be received and noted, together with the Town 

 Clerk’s responses to the observations made. 

 4.2 The publication of the notice of conclusion of audit on 30th September 2026 be noted. 

For further information please contact: 

Charmaine Bennett, Town Clerk 

Tel: 01425 484720 

Charmaine.bennett@ringwood.gov.uk 

 

 

NicolaVodden
A
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ENTER NAME OF EXTERNAL AUDITOR

• summarises the accounting records for the year ended 31 March 2026 and
• confirms and provides assurance on those matters that are relevant to our duties and responsibilities as external auditors.

2 External auditor’s limited assurance opinion 2025/26

DD/MM/YYYYSIGNATURE REQUIRED
Date

External Auditor Name

On the basis of our review of Sections 1 and 2 of the Annual Governance and Accountability Return, in our opinion the information in 
Sections 1 and 2 of the Annual Governance and Accountability Return is in accordance with Proper Practices and no other matters have 
come to our attention giving cause for concern that relevant legislation and regulatory requirements have not been met.

Other matters not affecting our opinion which we draw to the attention of the authority:

(continue on a separate sheet if required)

(continue on a separate sheet if required)

3 External auditor certificate 2025/26
We certify that we have completed our review of Sections 1 and 2 of the Annual Governance and 
Accountability Return, and discharged our responsibilities under the Local Audit and Accountability Act 
2014, for the year ended 31 March 2026

External Auditor Signature

Annual Governance and Accountability Return 2025/26 Form 3  
Local Councils, Internal Drainage Boards and other Smaller Authorities*

Section 3 – External Auditor’s Report and Certificate 2025/26

In respect of ENTER NAME OF AUTHORITY

1 Respective responsibilities of the auditor and the authority
Our responsibility as auditors to complete a limited assurance review is set out by the National Audit Office (NAO). A limited 
assurance review is not a full statutory audit, it does not constitute an audit carried out in accordance with International 
Standards on Auditing (UK & Ireland) and hence it does not provide the same level of assurance that such an audit would. 
The UK Government has determined that a lower level of assurance than that provided by a full statutory audit is appropriate 
for those local public bodies with the lowest levels of spending. 
Under a limited assurance review, the auditor is responsible for reviewing Sections 1 and 2 of the Annual Governance and 
Accountability Return in accordance with NAO Auditor Guidance Note 02 (AGN 02)  as issued by the NAO on behalf of the 
Comptroller and Auditor General. AGN 02 is available from the NAO website – 
https://www.nao.org.uk/code-audit-practice/guidance-and-information-for-auditors/ .
This authority is responsible for ensuring that its financial management is adequate and effective and that it has 
a sound system of internal control. The authority prepares an Annual Governance and Accountability Return in  
accordance with Proper Practices which: 

The AGAR was not accurately completed before submission for review. It was returned for amendment and has subsequently been 
corrected.

The smaller authority administers two charities, yet has not opened a separate bank account to administer its activities. The authority 
should not administer charities through its bank account whether it is a sole trustee or not.  The authority has correctly answered 'No' to 
Assertion 9 of the Annual Governance Statement and 'No' to box 11 of the Accounting Statements.  The authority also believes it is the 
sole trustee to these charities, however this does not agree to the Charity Commission website.  The authority should obtain the trust deed 
for the charities and establish who the trustees are.  If required the authority should contact the Charity Commission and ensure it reflects 
the correct position.

Ringwood Town Council

17 September 2026

BDO LLP Southampton

NicolaVodden
A



Ringwood Town Council 

Notice of conclusion of audit  

 

Annual Governance & Accountability Return for the year ended 31 March 2026 

 

Sections 20(2) and 25 of the Local Audit and Accountability Act 2014 

Accounts and Audit Regulations 2015 (SI 2015/234) 

 
1. The audit of accounts for Ringwood Town Council for the year 

ended 31 March 2026 has been completed and the accounts have 
been published. 

 
 
 
 
 
 

Notes 
 
This notice and Sections 1, 2 & 
3 of the AGAR must be 
published by 30 September.  
This must include publication 
on the smaller authority’s 
website.  The smaller authority 
must decide how long to 
publish the Notice for; the 
AGAR and external auditor 
report must be publicly 
available for 5 years. 

2. The Annual Governance & Accountability Return is available for 
inspection by any local government elector of the area of 
Ringwood Town Council on application to: 

 

 

(a) Charmaine Bennett, Town Clerk, Ringwood Town Council, 
Ringwood Gateway, The Furlong, Ringwood BH24 1AT 

 

(a) Insert the names, position 
and address of the person to 
whom local government 
electors should apply to 
inspect the AGAR. 

(b) Monday to Friday, 09.30 to 16.30 (by appointment) 
 
 

(b) Insert the hours during 
which the inspection rights 
may be exercised. 

3. Copies will be provided to any person on payment of £2.50 for 
each copy of the Annual Governance & Accountability Return. 

 

(c) Insert a reasonable sum for 
copying costs. 

(d) Announcement made:  Charmaine Bennett, Town Clerk 
 
 

(d) Insert the name and 
position of person placing 
the notice. 

(e) Date of announcement: 30th September 2026 
 
 
 

(e) Insert the date of placing of 
the notice. 

 

NicolaVodden
A
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COMMITTEE REPORT 

Report title Review of Town Council Strategic Plan Priorities 
Committee Full Council 
Date 30 Sept 226 
Report author Charmaine Bennett 

 

Decision Summary 

Purpose To invite committees to review the Town Council Strategic Plan and 
consider priorities for the forthcoming year. 

Decision type To note 
Financial impact 

 
None identified 

Budget provision Not applicable/other 
Confidential / exempt No 

 

1. Introduction and reason for report  

The purpose of this report is to outline arrangements for the annual review of the Town Council 

Strategic Plan 2026-2029 and to invite committees and working parties to consider whether any 

amendments are required to priorities and actions for the forthcoming year. 
 

2. Background Information  

The Town Council Strategy 2026-2029 was developed during 2025 following consideration by committees 

and working parties and was subsequently approved by Full Council. The Strategy sets out the Council's 

vision, priorities and key actions over the current three-year period.  

As part of the Council's annual planning and budget-setting process, committees and working parties will 

be invited to review the elements of the Strategy relevant to their responsibilities during October and early 

November 2026. Members are invited to consider whether the priorities and actions identified for the 

forthcoming year remain appropriate and achievable, or whether any amendments should be 

recommended.  

It is noted that the Strategy includes plans to develop proposals for community consultation on the 

Council's post-2029 direction during the forthcoming financial year, with consultation anticipated to take 

place during 2028/29. Accordingly, this review is focused on delivery of the existing Strategy up to 2029. 
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3. Financial Implications  

None at this stage, although the strategy will inform the budget setting process for 2027/28. 

4. Issues for Decision and Recommendations 

That Full Council: 

1. Notes the arrangements for the annual review of the Town Council Strategy 2026-2029.  

2. Invites committees and working parties to review relevant priorities and actions and make 

recommendations where appropriate. 

3. Receives a further report in November 2026 setting out any proposed amendments for approval by 

Full Council. 
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