Ringwood Town Council
Ringwood Gateway, The Furlong, Ringwood, Hampshire BH24 1AT
Tel: 01425 473883
www.ringwood.gov.uk

SUMMONS
Dear Member 24" September 2026

You are hereby summoned to attend a meeting of the Town Council at the Forest Suite,
Ringwood Gateway on 30" September 2026 at 7.00pm.

Cnrart~

Mrs C Bennett
Town Clerk

AGENDA

1.* PUBLIC PARTICIPATION
There will be an opportunity for public participation for a period of up to 15 minutes at
the start of the meeting

2. To receive Apologies for Absence

3. To receive Declarations of Interest

4. To approve as a correct record the minutes of the meeting 29" July 2026

5. To receive Minutes of Committees and approve recommendations contained therein:
Recreation, Leisure & Open Spaces DATE :- 2" September 2026 - CANCELLED

Planning, Town & Environment DATE:- 7" August & 4" September 2026
Staffing DATE:- 16™ September 2026
Policy & Finance DATE:- 23 September 2026

6. GRANT AID AWARDS
To note grant aid awards to HOPe of £150, Ringwood Carers of £250, Ringwood
Rotary Club of £150, Trinity Church of £250 and Ringwood Meeting House of £200
(F/6588 refers)

7. EXTERNAL AUDIT 2025/26
To receive and note the external audit report, along with the Town Clerk’s response
to the observations made; and to note that the conclusion of audit was published on
30" September 2026 (Report A)

8. REVIEW OF TOWN COUNCIL STRATEGIC PLAN PRIORITIES
To consider the Town Clerk’s report (Report B) and recommendations therein

9. COMMITTEE COMPOSITION
a) To appoint a representative to the New Forest Business Partnership
b) To consider any changes to the composition of council committees, sub-
committees, working parties or panels

*No formal decisions can be made during this item. Page 1 of 2



10.*To receive such communications as the Town Mayor may desire to lay before the
Council

11.*To receive Reports from County and District Councillors
12.*To Receive Reports from Ringwood Town Councillors

13. Forthcoming Meetings — to note the following dates:

Planning, Town and Environment ~ 10.00am 2" October 2026
Recreation, Leisure & Open Spaces 7.00pm 7" October 2026
Policy & Finance 7.00pm 215t October 2026
Full Council 7.00pm 28" October 2026

14. COMMUNICATIONS
Members to decide on items requiring publicity and to confirm a spokesperson if
required.

15. EXCLUSION OF THE PRESS AND PUBLIC
To consider exclusion of the press and public from the meeting, in accordance with
the Public Bodies (Admission to Meetings) Act 1960, section 1(2), to transact
business for which publicity would be prejudicial to the public interest by reason of its
confidential nature

16. LEGAL MATTERS
To receive a verbal report from the Town Clerk on legal matters

If you would like further information on any of the agenda items, please contact
Mrs Charmaine Bennett, Town Clerk, on 01425 484720 or email
Charmaine.bennett@ringwood.gov.uk

Council Members: Officers:

Chairman: Clir Mary DeBoos, Town Mayor Charmaine Bennett, Town Clerk
Vice-Chairman: Clir James Swyer, Deputy Mayor Jo Hurd, Deputy Town Clerk
Clir Andrew Briers

Clir Luke Dadford

Clir Philip Day

Clir Ingrid De Bruyn

Clir Gareth DeBoos

Clir Rae Frederick

Clir Janet Georgiou

Clir John Haywood

Clir Peter Kelleher

Clir Michael Thierry

Clir Glenys Turner

Clir Becci Windsor

*No formal decisions can be made during this item. Page 2 of 2



Ringwood Town Council - Committee Report A

Ringwood
Town Council

COMMITTEE REPORT

Report title Notice of conclusion of audit 2025/26
Committee Full Council

Date 30th September 2026

Report author Charmaine Bennett

Decision Summary

Purpose To acknowledge receipt of the external auditor’s report, note its
contents and the Town Clerk’s comments, and note publication of
the notice of conclusion.

Decision type To note

Financial impact None

Budget provision Not applicable/other
Confidential / exempt No

1. Introduction and reason for report

To advise the Council that the external audit for 2025 / 26 has now concluded. This would
ordinarily be considered first by the Policy and Finance Committee, however it had not been
received from the external auditor in time for inclusion on the agenda for the 23 September
meeting. It has been referred direct to Full Council due to the legal requirement to publish the
audit by 30" September 2026.

2. Background Information

The audit of the Council’s finances for 2025/26 has now been concluded. The auditors, BDO
LLP, concluded that:

“On the basis of our review of Sections 1 and 2 of the Annual Governance and Accountability
Return, in our opinion the information in Sections 1 and 2 of the Annual Governance and
Accountability Return is in accordance with Proper Practices and no other matters have come
to our attention giving cause for concern that relevant legislation and regulatory requirements
have not been met.”

3. Observations

The auditors made two observations. The Town Clerk’s comments are set out below each
observation.
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Ringwood Town Council - Committee Report I \
3.1 Observation 1

“The AGAR was not accurately completed before submission for review. It was returned for
amendment and has subsequently been corrected.”

Town Clerk’s comments: No further action required. The AGAR was corrected and resubmitted
as requested.

3.2 Observation 2

“The smaller authority administers two charities, yet has not opened a separate bank account
to administer its activities. The authority should not administer charities through its bank
account whether it is a sole trustee or not. The authority has correctly answered ‘No’ to
Assertion 9 of the Annual Governance Statement and ‘No’ to box 11 of the Accounting
Statements. The authority also believes it is the sole trustee to these charities; however, this
does not agree with the Charity Commission website. The authority should obtain the trust
deed for the charities and establish who the trustees are. If required, the authority should
contact the Charity Commission and ensure it reflects the correct position.”

Town Clerk’s comments: The Council will review the governing documents for both charities,
confirm the correct trustee arrangements with the Charity Commission and establish separate
banking arrangements as required.

3.3 The external auditor’s certificate is appended. The notice of conclusion of audit will be
published on 30th September 2026.

4. RECOMMENDATION
It is recommended that:

4.1 The conclusions of the external auditor be received and noted, together with the Town
Clerk’s responses to the observations made.

4.2 The publication of the notice of conclusion of audit on 30th September 2026 be noted.

For further information please contact:
Charmaine Bennett, Town Clerk

Tel: 01425 484720
Charmaine.bennett@ringwood.gov.uk
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Annual Governance and Accountability Return 2025/26 Form 3

To be completed by Local Councils, Internal Drainage Boards and other Smaller Authorities*:
+ whare the higher of gross income or gross expenditure exceeded £25,000 but did not exceed

£15 milllon; or
« whaere the higher of gross income or gross expenditure was £25,000

or less but that:

« are unable to certify themselves as exempt (fee payable); or

* have requested a limited assurance review (fee payable)

Guidance notes on completing Form 3 of the Annual Governance and
Accountability Return 2025/26

1. Every smaller authority in England that either received gross income or incurred gross expenditure
exceeding £25,000 must complete Form 3 of the Annual Governance and Accountability Return at the
end of each financial year in accordance with Proper Practices.

2. The Annual Governance and Accountability Return is made up of three parts, pages 3 to 6:

* The Annual Internal Audit Report must be completed by the authority’s internal auditor.
+ Sections 1 and 2 must be completed and approved by the authority.
» Section 3 is completed by the external auditor and will be returned to the authority.

3. The authority must approve Section 1, Annual Governance Statement, before approving Section 2,
Accounting Statements, and both must be approved and published on the authority website/webpage
before 1 July 2026,

4, An authority with either gross income or gross expenditure exceeding £25,000 or an authority with
neither income nor expendilure exceeding £25,000, but which is unable to cerlify itself as exempt, or is
requesting a limiled assurance review, must return to the external auditor by email or post (not both)
na later than 30 June 2026 Reminder letters will incur a charge of £40 +VAT:

* the Annual Governance and Accountabllity Return Sections 1 and 2, fogether with

« a bank reconciliation as at 31 March 2026

« an explanation of any significant year on year variances in the accounting statements
« notificalion of the commencement date of the period for the exercise of public rights

+ Annuat Internal Audit Report 2025/26 ) )
Unless requested, do not send any additional documents to your external auditor. Your external auditor will

ask for any additional documents needed.

Once the external auditor has completed the limited assurance review and is able to give an opinion, the
Annual Governance and Accountabilty Return Section 1, Section 2 and Section 3 — External Audlitor
Report and Certificate will be retumed to the authority by email or post.

Publication Requirements

Under the Accounts and Audit Reguilations 2015, authorities must publish the following information on the
authority websile/webpage:

Before 1 July 2026 authorities must publish:

* Nolice of the pericd for the exercise of public rights and a declaration that the accounting statements
are as yel unaudited,

= Saction 1 - Annual Governance Statement 2025/26 approved and signed, page 4

+ Section 2 - Accounting Statements 2025/26 approved and signed, page 5

Not later than 30 September 2026 authonties must publish:

« Notice of conclusion of audii

+ Section 3 - External Auditor Report and Certificate

+ Sections 1 and 2 of AGAR including any amendments as a result of the limited assurance review. It
is recommended as best praclice, to avoid any potential confusion by local electors and interested
parties, that you also publish the Annual Internal Audil Report, page 3.

Tha Annual Govemance and Accountablity Retum constitutes tha annual return referred io in the Accounts end Audit Reguiationa 2015.
Throughout, the words ‘axtemal euddor” have the same meaning as tha words ‘tocal auditor” in the Accounts and Aud} Regulations 2015.

“for & cornplete list of bodies that may be smaller autherilies refer to schedule 2 to the Local Audit and Accountability Act 2014,

Annual Governance and Accountability Return 2025/26 Form 3 Page 106
Local Councils, Internal Drainage Boards and other Smaller Authorities”
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Guidance notes on completing Form 3 of the Annual Governance and
Accountability Return (AGAR) 2025/26

- The authority must comply with Proper Fractices in complating Sections 1 and 2 of this AGAR. Proper
Practices are found in the Praciitioners’ Guide® which is updated from time to lime and contains everything
needed to prepare successfully for the financial year-end and the subsequenl work by the external auditor.

+ Make sure that the AGAR is complete (no highlighted boxes left empty) and is properly signed and dated. Any
amendments must be approved by the authority and properly initialled.

+ The authority should receive and nole the Annuai Internal Audit Report before approving the Annual
Govemnance Slatement and the accounts.

+ Use the checklist provided below (o review the AGAR for completeness before returning it to the external
auditor by amail or post (not both) no later than 30 June 2026

« The Annual Governance Statement (Section 1) must be approved before the Accounting Slatements (Section
2} and evidenced by the agenda or minute references, even where approved on the same day.

+ The Responsible Financial Officer (RFO) must certify the accounts {Section 2) before they are presenled lo
the autharity for approval. The authority must in this order: consider, approve and sign the accounts.

+ The RFQ is required lo commence the public rights penod which must be a single period of 30 working days for
inspection ( this excludes weekends and public holidays) which must include the first 10 working days of July.

« You must inform your external auditor about any change of Clerk, Responsible Financial Officer or
Chair, and provide relevant authority owned generic email addresses and telephone numbers.

+ Make sure that the copy of the bank recanciliation to be sent to your external auditor with the AGAR covers all
the bank accounts. If the authority holds any shori-term investments, note their value on the bank
recongiliation. The external auditor must be able 1o agree the bank reconciliation to Box 8 on the accounting
statements (Section 2, page 5). An explanalicn must be provided of any difference between Box 7 and Box
8. More help on bank reconciliation is available in the Praciitioners’ Guide®

« Explain fully significant variances in the accounting statements on page 5. Do not just send a copy of the detailed
accounting records instead of this explanation. The external auditor wants to know that you understand the
reasons for all variances. Include complete numerical and narrative analysis to support the full variance.

- Additional costs may be incurred if additional audit work is required.

« Make sure that the accounting statements add up and that the balance carried forward from the previous year
{Box 7 of 2025) equals the balance brought forward in the current year {Box 1 of 2026}.

+ The Responsible Financial Officer {RFQ}, on behalfl of the authority, must set the commencemaeni dale for the
exercise of public rights which must be a single period of 30 working days for inspection {this excludes
waekends and public holidays) wh ch must include the first 10 working days of July.

+ The authority must publish on the authority website/webpage the information required by Regulation 15 (2).
Accounts and Audit Regulations 2015, including the period for the exercise of public rights and the name and
address of the external audilor before 1 July 2026

0 4 O

All sections Have all highlighled boxes have been completed?

Has all additional infermalion requasted, including the dates set for the period
tor the exercise of public rights, been provided for the external audilor?

Inlarnal Audit Report | Have allhighlighted boxes been completed by theinternal auditor and explanations provided?

Saclion 1 For any statement to which the response is 'no’, has an explanation been published?

Seclion 2 Has the Responsible Financial Officer signed the accounting statements before
prasentation 1o the aulhority for approvai?

Has Ihe authorily's approval of the accounting statements been confirmed
by the signalure of the Chair of the approval meeting?

Has an explanalion of slgnificant varialions been published where required?

Has the bank reconcihation as at 31 March 2026 been reconciled t0 Box 87

Has an explanation of any difference between Box 7 and Box 8 been provided?

Sections 1 and 2 Trus! funds = have all disclosures been made if lhe authonty as a body corporate is a
sole managing trusiea? NB: do not send lrust accounting statements unless requested.

*Governance and Accountability for Smaller Authorities In England ~ a Practitioners’ Guide to Proper Practlices,
can be downloaded from www.nale.gov.uk or from www.ada.org.uk

Annual Governance and Accountability Return 2025/26 Form 3 Page 2 0f 6
Local Councils, Internal Drainage Boards and olher Smalter Authoritias®
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Annual Internal Audit Report 2025/26

RIiNGWEoD TOWN CouhliL

www-rungwood.gov.u\c

During the financial year ended 31 March 2026, lhis authority's internal auditor acling independently and on the
basis of an assessment of risk, carred out a selective assessment of compliance with the relevant procedures and
conirols in operation and obtained appropriate evidence from the authority.

The internal audit for 2025/26 has been carried out \n accordance with this authonty's needs and planned coverage.
On the basis of the findings in the areas examinad, the internal audit conclusions are summarised in this table. Set
out below are the objeclives of inlernal contro! and alongside are the internal audit conclusions on whaether, in all
significant respects. the control objeclives were being achieved throughoul the financial year to a standard adequate
to meet the needs of this authonty.

Internal control objective

A. Appropriate accounling records have been proparly kepl throughout the financial year.

B. This autharity complied with its financial regulalions, payments were supported by invoices, all
_expanditure was approved and VAT was appropreately accounted for.

C. This aulhority assessed the significant nsks to ach eving ils objeclives and reviewed the adequacy
of arangements lo manage these.

D. The precept or rales requirement rasulted from an adequale budgalary process, progress against
the budgel was ragularly monitored. and reservas wera appropriate.

E. Expacled income was lully received, based on correct prices, properly recorded and promptly
banked; and VAT was appropriately accounted for.

F. Cash payments were properly supporied by receipis, all cash expenditure was approved and

VAT approprialg_&raccounted for.

G. Salaries to employess and allgwances to members ware paid in accordance wilh this authority's
approvals, and PAYE and NI requrements were proparly applied.

H. Assel and investments registers ware complele and accurate and propery mainlained.
, Periodic bank account recongiliatons were property carned out during the year,

J. Accounting statements prepared during the year were prepared on the correct accounting basis (receipts
and payments or income and expenditure), agreed to the cash book, supported by an adequate audit
trail from underlying records and where appropriate debtors and creditors were properly recorded.

K. If the authority certified itself as exempl from a hmited assurance review in 2024/25. it met the
exemplion criteria and correctly declared itself exempt. {If the authonly had a limiled assurance v
review of its 2024/25 AGAR tick “not covered”)

L. The authority published tha required information on a websitewebpage up (o date at the time of the o
infernal audit in accordance with the relevant lagistation

M. In the year covered by this AGAR, the authorily correctly provided for a period for the exercise of
public rights as required by the Accounts and Audit Regulations (during the 2025/26 AGAR period v
werg public nghts in relalion to the 2024-25 AGAR svidanced by a notice on tha website andfor
authonly approved minutes confinning the dales set).

N. The suthority has complied with the publication requirements for 2024/25 AGAR

(S

CANS SRR S)NS

{see AGAR Page 1 Guidance Notas), v
0. The autherity has complied wilh laws, regulations & proper praclices relaling to digitat and data v
compliance, )
P. {For local councils only)
Trust funds (including charilable) — The council met its responsibilities as a trustee. v
For any other nsk areas ideniified by this authonity adequale conlrols exssted (ks any olher risk areas on separale shests d needed).
Date{s} internal audit undertaken Namae of parson who cardied out Lhe internal audit

2 -ou-2626 — 14.0S- 2026 ALe~ (OosS
e (O AMMOIR e 19110812006

*if the rasponas s ‘no’ please state the Implications and action baing taken to addreas any weakness in control identified {edd
separate shosts If needed).
“*Nots: if the reaponse is not covered’ pleass state when the most racent Infemal audit work wirs dons In this anea and when | Is next planned; or,
¥ covarage is not required, the annual Intemal sudit report must explsin why not (add saparste shests il nesded),
Annual Governance and Accountabilily Return 2025/26 Form 3 Page 3of 6
Local Councils, Internal Orainage Boards and other Smaller Authorities
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Section 1 — Annual Governance Statement 2025/26

We acknowledge as the members of:

RINGWOOD TOWN COUNCIL

our responsibility for ensuring that there is a sound system of internal control, including arrangements for
the preparation of the Accounting Staternents. We confirm, to the best of our knowladge and belief, with
respect to the Accounting Statements for the year ended 31 March 2026, that:

1. We have pul in place anangemeants for effectve financial prepared is accaunting sfatamants in accordance

managsmanl dwing the year, and for Ihe preparat on of v with the Accounts and Audil Reguiations
the accounting statemenis

2. We mainlained an adequate systemn of internal controd made proper armang ts and plad responsibility
Including measuras designed o prevent snd detect fraug v for safequarding the public monay and resources in
and cormuption and rewewed ils effectiveness. i s chame.

3. We have assured ourselves that there are no malters has only done what # has the tegel pewer lo do and has
of actusl or polential non-compliance with laws, complied with Proper Pragtices in doing so.
regutations and Proper Pracices that could heve a v

significant financial effect on tha ability of this
authotity to conduct its busingss or manage is

finances.

4. Wa providad propar opporiunaty dudng the year for duning the year gave aff persons interested the opportunily (o
the exerase of eleclors’ rights in accordance with the v mspect and ask quasiions aboul this authonly's accounts.
requiraments of tha Accounls and Audil Regulations

5, We carmried out an 1t of the fisks facing thrs considerod and decumented the financial and other nsks i
authority and teok appropriste steps 1o manage Lhose v faces and dealt with themn properly.

risks, including the miroduction of internal controls and/or
extemal insurance cover where required

8, We mamlainad throughout the year an adequate and ged for 8 compeient p , indep of the financial
eflective sysiem of mlemal audil of the accounting v conlrols and procedures, 10 give an objective viaw on whethar
1ecords and conirol systems intgrnal conlrols meet the needs of this smatler autharity.

7. We ook appropriate achon on alt mallers rased v rasponded to maliers brought lo its atlantion by internsat and
in reports from interma’ and external audit external audit

4. We considered whather any Buigaton. ‘labiikes or disclosed everything it should have sbouw A5 business acivity
commitments evenls or iransachons occurring either during the yaar including events taking piace afler the yaar

during or after the year-end. have a financ-al ampact on v end if ralgvant
thus suthority and. where sppropriate, have nicluded them
in the accounting statements.

9. {For lacal councils only) Trust funds Including has met af of its responsibilities where, s a body
charitable. In our capacity as the sole managing corporale. il ts 8 sofa managing irustes of a local
trustes we discharged our accountabllity frust or frusts

responsibilitios for the fund(s)/assats, including
financial raporiing and, if raquired, independent i
examination or audit. .

10. We have pul in place arrangements for the effeclive IT has made sudable srrangemaents for its IT and data
and data managemant in accordance wilth propar ['4 managemeni and has complied with proper practices In
praclices during tha year ynder rgview - doing 50,

*Please provfd::x_p!analions ta the external auditor on a separate sheet for each ‘No’ response and describe
how the authority wilt address the weaknesses Idenllﬂeg,@a sh ust be published with the Annual

Governance Statement. sk u;) YO

This Annual Governance Slatement was approved at a Signed by the Chair and Clerk of the meetng where
meeting of the authority on: approval was given:
4 6202 ;
and recorded as minule reference: Chair A ~D@z‘:z:‘b""—-ﬁ .
C(75€2. -

www.ringwood.gov.uk

Annual Governance and Accountability Return 2025/26 Form 3 Page 4 of 6
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Section 2 - Accounting Statements 2025/26 for

TNGWOOD TowlN COUNC

1. Balances brought Total balances and reserves al the beginning of the year
torward 639,190 666,893 | as recorded in the financial records, Value must agree

to Box 7 of previous year.

2. {+) Precept or Rates and Total amount of pracept (or for 1DBs rates and levies)
Levias 643,525 683,620 raceived or racetvable in the year Exclude any granls

receivad

3. (+) Total olher recsipis Tolal income or raceipls as recorded in the cashbook less

752,396 573,226 the precept or rateslevies received {line 2). Include any
grants received.

4. (-) Staff costs Total expenditure or payments made to and on behalf

of alf employees. Include gross salanes and wages,
515,614 617,180 employers NI conlnbutions, employers pension
conlributions, gratuities and severance paymens.

5. (-) Loan inleresicapital Tolal expenditure or payments of capital and interest
repayments 61,478 61,478| made during the ysar on the authority's borrowings (if any)

6, (-) All ather payments Total expendilure or paymanis as recorded in the cash

791,126 614,049] book less stalf costs (line 4) and loan interest/capital
rapayments (line 5}

1. (=} Balances camied Total balances and reserves sl the end of the year,
forward 666,893 631,032 must equal (1+2+3) - (4+5+6).

B. Total value of cash and The sum of all current and deposit bank accounts, cash
short lerm invesiments 493,494 233,859| hoidings and short lerm investmants held as at 31 March -

To agree with bank reconclliation.

8. Tolal fixed assets plus The value of all the property the authority cwns — it Is made
long term invastments 6,977.614 7.,116,473| up of alt its fixed assets and long lerm investments as at
and assels 31 March.

10. Total borrowings The oulstanding capital balance as al 31 March of all loans

761,181 735 .349J from third parties finciuding PWLB)

11 Do the

figures in lhe
accounlng  sialements  above
exclude any trust transaclions?

Fer guidance refer fo the Praclitioners’ Guide sections 2.31 to 2.33

| cortify hat for the year ended 31 March 2026 the Accounling
Statements in this Annual Governance and Accountability
Return have been prepared on either a receipts and paymants
or income and expenditure basis following the gu:dance in
Governance and Accountabiiity for Smaller Authorities — a
Pracltioners’ Guide to Proper Practices and presen fairly
the financial position of this authonty.

Signed by Responsible Financlal Officer before baing
presanted to the authority for approval.

P

Date 17.06-2026

QAA0S=S

Logeny LOSS

t confirm that these Accounling Statemenls were
approved by this authority on this date:

24.06 - Joz4

as recorded in minule referenge.

C /7562

Signed by Chair of the meeting where the Accounting
Statemants were approved

A Do =2
lacs 12026

Annuat Governance and Accountabilily Retumn 2025/26 Form 3
Local Councils, Intemal Drainage Boards and olher Smalter Authorities*
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Section 3 — External Auditor’s Report and Certificate 2025/26

In respect of Ringwood Town Council

1 Respective responsibilities of the auditor and the authority

Our responsibility as auditors to complete a limited assurance review is set out by the National Audit Office (NAO). A limited
assurance review is not a full statutory audit, it does not constitute an audit carried out in accordance with International
Standards on Auditing (UK & Ireland) and hence it does not provide the same level of assurance that such an audit would.
The UK Government has determined that a lower level of assurance than that provided by a full statutory audit is appropriate
for those local public bodies with the lowest levels of spending.

Under a limited assurance review, the auditor is responsible for reviewing Sections 1 and 2 of the Annual Governance and
Accountability Return in accordance with NAO Auditor Guidance Note 02 (AGN 02) as issued by the NAO on behalf of the
Comptroller and Auditor General. AGN 02 is available from the NAO website —
https://www.nao.org.uk/code-audit-practice/guidance-and-information-for-auditors/ .

This authority is responsible for ensuring that its financial management is adequate and effective and that it has
a sound system of internal control. The authority prepares an Annual Governance and Accountability Return in
accordance with Proper Practices which:

* summarises the accounting records for the year ended 31 March 2026 and
 confirms and provides assurance on those matters that are relevant to our duties and responsibilities as external auditors.

2 External auditor’s limited assurance opinion 2025/26

On the basis of our review of Sections 1 and 2 of the Annual Governance and Accountability Return, in our opinion the information in
Sections 1 and 2 of the Annual Governance and Accountability Return is in accordance with Proper Practices and no other matters have
come to our attention giving cause for concern that relevant legislation and regulatory requirements have not been met.

(continue on a separate sheet if required)

Other matters not affecting our opinion which we draw to the attention of the authority:

The AGAR was not accurately completed before submission for review. It was returned for amendment and has subsequently been
corrected.

The smaller authority administers two charities, yet has not opened a separate bank account to administer its activities. The authority
should not administer charities through its bank account whether it is a sole trustee or not. The authority has correctly answered 'No' to
Assertion 9 of the Annual Governance Statement and 'No' to box 11 of the Accounting Statements. The authority also believes it is the
sole trustee to these charities, however this does not agree to the Charity Commission website. The authority should obtain the trust deed
for the charities and establish who the trustees are. If required the authority should contact the Charity Commission and ensure it reflects
the correct position.

(continue on a separate sheet if required)

3 External auditor certificate 2025/26

We certify that we have completed our review of Sections 1 and 2 of the Annual Governance and
Accountability Return, and discharged our responsibilities under the Local Audit and Accountability Act
2014, for the year ended 31 March 2026

External Auditor Name

BDO LLP Southampton

DocuSigned by:

17 September 2026
External Auditor Signature bOﬂ“ (/(/P Date

467DFB746A8A428...

Annual Governance and Accountability Return 2025/26 Form 3 Page 6 of 6
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Ringwood Town Council

Notice of conclusion of audit

Annual Governance & Accountability Return for the year ended 31 March 2026

Sections 20(2) and 25 of the Local Audit and Accountability Act 2014

Accounts and Audit Regulations 2015 (SI 2015/234)

The audit of accounts for Ringwood Town Council for the year
ended 31 March 2026 has been completed and the accounts have
been published.

The Annual Governance & Accountability Return is available for
inspection by any local government elector of the area of
Ringwood Town Council on application to:

Charmaine Bennett, Town Clerk, Ringwood Town Council,
Ringwood Gateway, The Furlong, Ringwood BH24 1AT

Monday to Friday, 09.30 to 16.30 (by appointment)
Copies will be provided to any person on payment of £2.50 for
each copy of the Annual Governance & Accountability Return.

Announcement made:  Charmaine Bennett, Town Clerk

Date of announcement: 30" September 2026

Notes

This notice and Sections 1, 2 &
3 of the AGAR must be
published by 30 September.
This must include publication
on the smaller authority’s
website. The smaller authority
must decide how long to
publish the Notice for; the
AGAR and external auditor
report must be publicly
available for 5 years.

(a) Insert the names, position
and address of the person to
whom local government
electors should apply to
inspect the AGAR.

(b) Insert the hours during
which the inspection rights
may be exercised.

(c) Insert a reasonable sum for
copying costs.

(d) Insert the name and
position of person placing
the notice.

(e) Insert the date of placing of
the notice.



NicolaVodden
A
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Ringwood
Town Council

COMMITTEE REPORT

Report title Review of Town Council Strategic Plan Priorities
Committee Full Council

Date 30 Sept 226

Report author Charmaine Bennett

Decision Summary

Purpose To invite committees to review the Town Council Strategic Plan and
consider priorities for the forthcoming year.

Decision type To note

Financial impact None identified

Budget provision Not applicable/other

Confidential / exempt No

1. Introduction and reason for report

The purpose of this report is to outline arrangements for the annual review of the Town Council
Strategic Plan 2026-2029 and to invite committees and working parties to consider whether any
amendments are required to priorities and actions for the forthcoming year.

2. Background Information

The Town Council Strategy 2026-2029 was developed during 2025 following consideration by committees
and working parties and was subsequently approved by Full Council. The Strategy sets out the Council's
vision, priorities and key actions over the current three-year period.

As part of the Council's annual planning and budget-setting process, committees and working parties will
be invited to review the elements of the Strategy relevant to their responsibilities during October and early
November 2026. Members are invited to consider whether the priorities and actions identified for the
forthcoming year remain appropriate and achievable, or whether any amendments should be
recommended.

It is noted that the Strategy includes plans to develop proposals for community consultation on the

Council's post-2029 direction during the forthcoming financial year, with consultation anticipated to take
place during 2028/29. Accordingly, this review is focused on delivery of the existing Strategy up to 2029.
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3. Financial Implications

None at this stage, although the strategy will inform the budget setting process for 2027/28.

4. lIssues for Decision and Recommendations
That Full Council:

1. Notes the arrangements for the annual review of the Town Council Strategy 2026-2029.

2. Invites committees and working parties to review relevant priorities and actions and make
recommendations where appropriate.

3. Receives a further report in November 2026 setting out any proposed amendments for approval by
Full Council.
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