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FIELDWORK SUMMARY

SUMMARY

Site Name: Moortown Lane
Location: Ringwood, Hampshire
NGR: 415823 104113
Type: Excavation

Date: 05 - 30 January 2026
Site Code: LMLR 25

Introduction

An archaeological excavation was undertaken by Cotswold Archaeology during January 2026
at the request of Crest Nicholson on land at Moortown Lane, Ringwood, Hampshire. The work
investigated a central strip of land which was not excavated during previous archaeological
excavation undertaken by Cotswold Archaeology in 2023, due to potential health and safety

concerns of a suspected water mains pipe route.

The archaeological excavations undertaken during 2023 and 2026 followed a series of
archaeological investigations which included an Archaeology and Heritage Assessment
produced by EDP (2020,) whereby an area consisting of 1km radius centred on the site was
considered. The Museum of London Archaeology (MOLA 2021) was then commissioned to
undertake a geophysical survey of the site during which this work identified two main areas of
archaeological interest; a group of probable prehistoric ring ditches south of Moortown Lane
and a rectilinear pattern of ditches and other features in the southeast of the study area. The
latter archaeological features have been interpreted as possible plot boundaries, small quarry
pits and other features related to the village of Crow and probably pre-date the 19th century.
Minor features including isolated lengths of ditch and traces of medieval ridge and furrow

cultivation were also detected during the survey.

In January and February 2022, Cotswold Archaeology (CA 2022) carried out an archaeological
evaluation of land off Moortown Lane, Ringwood, Hampshire. A total of 212 trenches were
excavated. The earliest phase of activity on site was centred around a Bronze Age double ring
ditch barrow. A smaller ring gully, waste pits and possible enclosure ditches were also dated

to this period in the vicinity of the barrow. One possible Roman, and three possible medieval




field boundaries were identified on site. A small number of undated ditches were also thought

to link to post-medieval enclosure of the site in the 19" Century.

The Site
Topographically, the site is generally flat, lying on a slightly elevated terrace of the river Avon.
The high point lies in the north-eastern part of the site, at ¢. 25m above Ordnance Datum

(aOD), with the lowest part in the south-west at ¢.19m aOD.

The underlying bedrock geology of the site is mapped as Branksome and Boscombe Sand
formation, which formed approximately between 41.2 to 47.8 million years ago during the
Palaeogene period. This is overlain by River Terrace Deposits (4 and 6) comprising sand and
gravel, which formed between 2.588 million during the Quaternary period (BGS 2022).

Results
This summary presents the preliminary fieldwork results, based upon an initial consideration

of the site stratigraphy and interim dating, and should be considered provisional at this time.

The recent archaeological excavation was located centrally between the two previously
excavated areas in 2023, where a water mains pipe was thought to be located (see Fig. 1).
CAT & Genny scanning and machine excavation of the central strip during the recent
excavation work did not reveal any mains service pipes, only several defunct, very shallow
plastic trough feed pipes, orientated north / south along its length and east / west along its
width.

The excavation targeted the unexcavated central area of the Bronze Age double ring ditch
barrow not excavated in 2023. The extent of the archaeological features found during the
recent excavation comprised a continuation of the double ring ditch recorded in 2023, 1 small
urned cremation (see Fig. 3) found immediately to the south of the southern outer ring-ditch,
and up to 10 un-urned cremations also located to the south of the southern outer ring-ditch
(see Fig. 2). Two centrally located large pits were also excavated (see Figs 4 & 5). The largest
and most central of this pit group, pit 2065, was of considerable size and depth which lead to
a more complex excavation process during inclement weather conditions. It measured up to
3m wide and 1.8m deep from the top of the gravel geological horizon to its base, or 3m deep
from the top of the existing ground level to its base. It contained traces of dark linear timber
staining 2076 at its base indicating it may have contained a possible timber lined/supported
burial within/upon which a placed deposit of bone 2093 was found. Both of the central pits also
showed evidence for pit re-cuts, and these require further stratigraphic analysis, not only to

determine whether animal and / or human bone was recovered from each pit in antiquity, but




also whether later robbing events had occurred within which might explain the lack of high

status grave goods. A series of 7 postholes were found to the south within the interior limits

of the inner rirng-ditch (see 'Firg. 1). It is likely that the inner ditch was the earliest stratigraphic
feature identified on site. The inner ditch also comprised a ditch-recut, with the outer ditch
excavated during a later phase of activity but where no ditch re-cut was has been determined
(see Fig. 6).

A series of tree-bowls, tree/ throws and root disturbance was recorded during the excavation.
These natural features were found to truncate an initial subsoil layer that covered the natural
gravel geology. All archaeology within the recent excavation also truncated this early subsoil
but also some of the natural features, suggesting the site comprised a degree of forestation
prior to the construction of the double ring-ditch system. No evidence was encountered that
definitively showed the double ring-ditch comprised an internal mound, only that excessive
overburden continued in similar 1m depth external to the excavation areas, far beyond the
double ring-ditch limits (see Fig. 6). A geoarchaeological assessment was undertaken at the
site during the recent excavation work in order to try to understand the accumulation of such

extensive overburden, since the Bronze Age.

Dating of the double ring ditch monument is more complex than the barrow cemetery
previously recorded by CA at Bransgore, where the elements, where broadly dated to the
Middle Bronze Age. At Ringwood, dating to-date from the phase 1 excavations, including a
suite of C-14 dates, indicates at least 3 phases of activity associated across the monument,
spanning the early to late Middle Bronze Age moving clockwise from the east of the
monument, to the south and then to the west. One external cremation, located to the south-
east, perhaps pre-dating the monument, dates to Beaker, Early Bronze Age period. During
the current phase of works, OSL samples for dating have been taken from the base of the
southern inner ring ditch and C14 dating from a sample of the animal bone from the central
burial offering will also be sent away for analysis to hopefully complete our understanding of

the monument’s lifespan.

Matt Nichol 27/02/2026
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Figure 1: Area 1 (Archaeological excavation of central strip 2026)
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Figure 5: Pit burial 2070 located immediately north of central pit burial 2065
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