OPEN SESSION: There was one member of the public present.

MINUTES OF THE MEETING OF RINGWOOD TOWN COUNCIL
Held on Wednesday 28th June 2017 at 7.00pm
PRESENT:

Cllr Tim Ward, Town Mayor
Cllr Philip Day, Deputy Mayor
Cllr Andrew Briers
Cllr Christine Ford
Cllr Jeremy Heron
Cllr Darren Loose
Cllr Gloria O’Reilly
Cllr Tony Ring
Cllr Steve Rippon-Swaine
Cllr Michael Thierry
Cllr Christopher Treleaven
Cllr Angela Wiseman

IN ATTENDANCE:

Mr Terry Simpson, Interim Town Clerk
Mrs Jo Hurd, Deputy Town Clerk
Mr Chris Wilkins, Town Clerk Designate
Student Advisors Oscar Poules and Katie Grubb.

Prior to the meeting the Town Mayor welcomed Mr Chris Wilkins who would be taking up the
position of Town Clerk on 31st July. Mr Wilkins said he was delighted that his application had
been successful and was looking forward to coming to Ringwood.
C/6010
APOLOGIES FOR ABSENCE
The Town Clerk reported that apologies for absence had been received from Cllr Murphy and
Cllr Terry.
C/6011
DECLARATIONS OF INTEREST
There were none declared at this time.
C/6012
POLICE REPORT
The Town Mayor welcomed Sergeant Helen Mitchley from the New Forest West
Neighbourhood Policing Team.
Sergeant Mitchley gave an update on policing at Carvers and outlined details of reported
incidents on the recreation ground and some surrounding properties over the last three
months. She had tried to increase patrols in the area, but was restricted by shift patterns and
resources. The Police were working closely with the District Council’s CCTV operators and
engaging with young people when possible. It was noted that new lighting would be installed
in the area by the Autumn and hoped that this would assist with improved CCTV images.
She reported that there had been a substantial increase in vehicle crime, but this was in the
main due to two recent spates, on one night in Fordingbridge when 18 unsecured vehicles
were broken into and a similar but unrelated incident in Poulner. No suspects had been
identified, but there had been no repeat episodes. There had also been some opportunistic
theft of tools from unsecured commercial vehicles during the day. Letter drops had been
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carried out and Hampshire Alert utilised to encourage people to secure their vehicles and not
leave valuables inside.
There had been an increase in non-dwelling and residential burglaries, which were dealt with
by the criminal investigation team based in Totton, assisted by the neighbourhood team who
carried out house to house enquiries and reassurance visits.
There had been a decrease in the number of violence offences, assaults, commercial
burglaries and thefts from person, compared with the same period (April to June) last year.
Cllr Ring commented on calls to 101 and negative responses received from operators;
Sergeant Mitchley agreed to feed this back. He also praised the Police for their response to a
recent report of suspicious activity. He asked for reassurance in respect of action being taken
to stop the sale of drugs in the community and it was noted that there were currently
productive lines of enquiry, with arrests, searches and warrants being carried out by the
criminal investigation team.
In response to a question from Cllr Ward, it was noted that the Police do have powers to deal
with cycling on pavements, but the offender must be witnessed and dealt with at the time.
There was a discussion about resources and it was noted that this was currently the biggest
challenge for the neighbourhood team following imposed cuts from central government. The
New Forest West team was currently 50% under resourced in terms of warranted police
officers and this was unlikely to change. The team is encouraged to get out on foot or by bike
as much as possible, but there was a balancing act between community presence and other
work, and there was a need to look at other ways to tackle issues.
It was noted that the neighbourhood team had not yet moved out of the Police Station to the
Fire Station and confirmed that, although there would be a sign on the building to indicate the
Police presence, it would not be open to the public. In addition to parking space for the team’s
four vehicles, there would be two spaces for the response team (based at Lyndhurst) to drop
in, and this would be encouraged in order to reduce response times locally.
Members thanked Sergeant Mitchley for her report and looked forward to seeing her again at
the September meeting.
C/6013
MINUTES OF PREVIOUS MEETING
RESOLVED: That the minutes of the Meeting held on 31st May 2017, having been circulated,
be approved and signed as a correct record.
C/6014
RECREATION, LEISURE AND OPEN SPACES COMMITTEE
Cllr Briers presented the minutes of the Recreation, Leisure and Open Spaces Committee
meetings held on 31st May and 7th June 2017.
OS/5682: It was hoped that the new Facebook page for The Place would be live next week.
Cllr Wiseman said that she had stated that more permanent arrangements should be put in
place for holiday cover.
OS/5683: It was noted that Ringwood School had chosen not to use banners to advertise its
Open Day.
O/5684: Cllr Ring proposed that the suggestion to not provide a Christmas tree in the Market
Place be referred back to Committee for further consideration, as this area was the focus for
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the Rotary Christmas Eve event and church festive activities. This was seconded by Cllr
Treleaven, but following a vote there was no majority so this was not carried. It was noted that
the Christmas lighting project would be further considered by the Committee at a future
meeting.
O/5684: Cllr Thierry asked that reasons why the Riverside Walk and Extension of the
Footpath adjoining the Bickerley projects had been deferred should be made known. The
Town Clerk reported that a Compulsory Purchase Order (CPO) would be required.
Hampshire County Council had confirmed it would undertake this process, but would require
the Town Council to underwrite all associated costs. One resident had indicated that they
would object to the CPO, which would result in a public enquiry, the cost of which would be in
the region of £10,000.
RESOLVED: That the minutes of the Recreation, Leisure and Open Spaces Committee
meetings held on 31st May 2017 and 7th June 2017 be received.
C/6015
PLANNING, TOWN & ENVIRONMENT COMMITTEE
Cllr Treleaven presented the minutes of the Planning, Town & Environment Committee
meetings held on 31st May and 2nd June 2017.
RESOLVED: That the minutes of the Planning, Town & Environment Committee meetings
held on 31st May 2017 and 2nd June 2017 be received, and the
recommendation therein be approved.
C/6016
POLICY & FINANCE COMMITTEE
Cllr Heron presented the minutes of the Policy & Finance Committee meetings held on 31st
May and 21st June 2017.
RESOLVED: That the minutes of the Policy & Finance Committee meetings held on 31st May
2017 and 21st June 2017 be received.
C/6017
ANNUAL RETURN 2016/17
Members considered the Annual Return for the financial year ended 31st March 2017 (Annex
A), as recommended for approval by Policy & Finance Committee (F/5457 refers). It was
noted that the Internal Audit report would be considered at the next meeting of the Committee.
RESOLVED: That the Annual Return for the financial year ending 31st March 2017 be
approved.
C/6018
COMMUNICATIONS TO BE RECEIVED
The Town Mayor reported the following:
1) Notification had been received from New Forest District Council that the two new street
names for the Linden Homes development would be Chard Lane and Rowan Gardens.
2) He had attended the Twinning Association AGM; any ideas for reaching a wider
audience and finding new members would be welcome.
3) He had attended the Family Fun Day, opening of the new library at Poulner Infant
School, the Waldorf School Summer Fair and D-Day Service at the parish church.
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4) He had also attended the Armed Forces Day Service and reported that the Ringwood
and Burley Band had been magnificent.
C/6019
REPORTS FROM TOWN COUNCILLORS
Cllr Day wished to congratulate the Town Mayor on arranging a donation of garden furniture
from In-Excess Garden Centre to Bickerley Green Care Home.
Cllr Treleaven had attended with Cllr Thierry a meeting of the Syrian Refugee Resettlement
Working Party at Ringwood School, where a Hampshire County Council officer had explained
the process and said that there was a chance of a family from Jordan or Turkey being rehomed in Ringwood. He was concerned that the Council hadn’t been represented at recent
meetings of New Forest Association of Local Councils (NFALC) and offered to attend in future
if current representatives were unable to.
Cllr O’Reilly had attended, with two members of staff, a Code of Conduct training course.
Cllr Ring suggested that a member of the Green Halo team be invited to attend a future
Council meeting.
Student Advisor Katie Grubb reported that, as Year 13 students were now leaving school, new
Student Advisors from Year 12 were in the process of being appointed. A new Head Boy and
Head Girl would also be announced soon.
C/6020
REPORTS FROM COUNTY AND DISTRICT COUNCILLORS
County Councillor Thierry presented his written report (Annex B)
District Councillor Rippon-Swaine had attended with staff and other Members the funeral of
Neville Chard. He had also attended a briefing by the Transport and Planning Portfolio Holder
with regard to the Local Plan Review, which would be released for public consultation in the
next few months.
District Councillor Heron reported that Cabinet on 5th July would be considering a request for
additional funding for refurbishment of Ringwood Health and Leisure.
District Councillor Ford reported that she had attended the Licensing and General Purposes
Committee, Monthly Surgery and a briefing on the A31 improvement scheme.
C/6021
FORTHCOMING MEETINGS
Recreation, Leisure & Open Spaces
Planning, Town & Environment
Policy & Finance
Full Council

7.00pm
10.00am
7.00pm
7.00pm

Wednesday 5th July 2017
Friday 7th July 2017
Wednesday 19th July 2017
Wednesday 26th July 2017 (outdoors in
Gateway Square)

There being no further business, the Town Mayor closed the meeting at 8.30pm.
APPROVED
26th July 2017

TOWN MAYOR
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