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Ringwood Town Council 
Ringwood Gateway,The Furlong, Ringwood, Hampshire BH24 1AT 

Tel: 01425 473883 
www.ringwood.gov.uk 

 
SUMMONS 

 
 

Dear Member        20th June 2019 
 
You are hereby summoned to attend a meeting of the Town Council at the Forest Suite, 
Ringwood Gateway on 26th June 2019 at 7.00pm. 
 
 
Mr C Wilkins 
Town Clerk 
 
 
 

AGENDA 
 
1. PUBLIC PARTICIPATION 

There will be an opportunity for public participation for a period of up to 15 minutes at 
the start of the meeting 
 

2. To receive Apologies for Absence 
 
3. To receive Declarations of Interest 

 
4. Presentation of Grant Aid cheque 
 
5. To receive a presentation from Taylor Wimpey in relation to land north of Hightown 
 Road 
 
6. To approve as a correct record the Minutes of the Meeting held on 15th May 2019  

 
7. To receive Minutes of Committees and approve recommendations contained therein: 

Recreation, Leisure & Open Spaces  DATE:-   15th May  & 5th June 2019 
Planning, Town & Environment  DATE:-   15th May & 7th June 2019 
Staffing Committee    DATE:-   19th June 2019 
RECOMMENDATION: S/0017 Pay Policy 
Policy & Finance    DATE:-   15th May & 19th June 2019 
 

    8. ANNUAL RETURN (Report A) 
i) To receive and note the Internal Audit Report 
ii) To approve the Annual Governance Statement 

 iii) To approve the Financial Statements  
 
9.   ANNUAL TOWN ASSEMBLY 

To consider the Deputy Town Clerk’s report (Report B) 
 

  10. NEW FOREST BUSINESS PARTNERSHIP 
 To consider appointing two Councillors to represent the Council at a meeting of the 
 New Forest Business Partnership at Greyfriars on 11th July 2019 (3:30-5:30pm) 
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    11. To receive such communications as the Town Mayor may desire to lay before the                               

Council(Councillors are reminded that no decision taking may take place as a result 
of this item) 

 
12. To Receive Reports from Ringwood Town Councillors and Student Advisors 

(Councillors are reminded that no decision taking may take place as a result of this 
item) 

 
13. To receive Reports from County and District Councillors(Councillors are reminded 
 that no decision taking may take place as a result of this item) 
 
14. Forthcoming Meetings – to note the following dates: 

 
Recreation, Leisure & Open Spaces 7.00pm Wednesday 3rd July 2019 
Planning, Town & Environment 10.00am Friday 5th July 2019 
Policy & Finance   7.00pm Wednesday 17th July 2019 
Full Council    7.00pm Wednesday 31st July 2019 
 
If you would like further information on any of the agenda items, please contact Mr 
Chris Wilkins, Town Clerk, on 01425 484720 or chris.wilkins@ringwood.gov.uk 
 
Council Members:     Student Advisors: 
Chairman: Cllr Tony Ring, Town Mayor   Tom Weetman 
Vice-Chairman: Cllr Philip Day, Deputy Mayor Finn Rowden 
Cllr Andy Briers 
Cllr Gareth Deboos 
Cllr Hilary Edge      
Cllr Christine Ford 
Cllr Rae Frederick 
Cllr John Haywood      
Cllr Jeremy Heron 
Cllr Peter Kelleher      
Cllr Darren Loose          
Cllr Gloria O’Reilly     
Cllr Steve Rippon-Swaine  
Cllr Glenys Turner    
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REPORT TO FULL COUNCIL – 26 JUNE 2019 
 
ANNUAL TOWN ASSEMBLY 
 
1. The Annual Town Assembly is a meeting of the electorate and not a meeting of the 

Town Council, and must take place between 1 March and 1 June each year. 
 
2. The Annual Meeting of the Council must take place in May. 
 
3. For the past few years the Annual Town Assembly and the Annual Council Meeting 

have been held on the same evening.  This has meant that the Town Assembly has 
been a bit of a non-event; little more than a run through of the Mayor’s and 
Committee Chairmen’s Annual Reports and an update on the financial status of the 
Ringwood United Charities.  These meetings have been poorly attended by members 
of the public. 

 
4. Up until 2007, the Annual Town Assembly always included a presentation from a 

guest speaker.  Previous speakers have included students from Ringwood School 
speaking about Fair Trade and the Future of Ringwood; a representative from the 
Environment Agency speaking about the Flood Defence Scheme; and the Reserves 
Officer from Blashford Lakes.  Refreshments were then served at the end of the 
meeting. 

 
5. Agendas for previous meetings have also included Community Awards (bi-annually).  

Nominations were sought from the local community through the local press, with 
awards being agreed by the Council and then presented by the Town Mayor at the 
Annual Town Assembly. 

 
6. The current schedule of meetings, agreed by Policy & Finance Committee (F/5650 – 

16/01/2019 refers), shows both meetings being held on 20 May 2020.  However, it is 
proposed that these meetings should be held on separate dates in future, to allow 
more to be made of the Annual Town Assembly, as has happened in the past. 

 
7. There are four Wednesday evenings within the period outlined in paragraph 1 when 

no other meeting is planned.  If members agree to separate the two meetings, the 
Annual Town Assembly could therefore be held on either 11 March, 8 or 22 April or 
13 May 2020, with the Annual Council Meeting being held on 20 May 2020 as 
planned. 

 
8. Issues for Decision 
 
8.1 Should the Annual Town Assembly and Annual Council Meeting be held on two 

separate dates in future? 
 
8.2 If so, which date should the Annual Town Assembly be held on in 2020 – 11 

March, 8 or 22 April, or 13 May? 
 
8.3 Should Community Awards be re-introduced to the Annual Town Assembly, 

with nominations invited from local residents? 
 
8.4 Should a guest speaker be invited to make a presentation at the Annual Town 

Assembly and, if so, do Members have any suggestions? 
 
For further information, please contact: 
 
Mrs Jo Hurd 
Deputy Town Clerk 
0125 484721 
jo.hurd@ringwood.gov.uk 
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