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RINGWOOD TOWN COUNCIL 
 
ALLOTMENT RULES 
 
THE ALLOTMENT ACTS, 1908 to 1950 
 
RULES AS TO ALLOTMENT GARDENS 
 
Made by the Ringwood Town Council with respect to allotment gardens for the Town. 
 
INTERPRETATION OF TERMS 
 
1. Throughout these Rules the expression “the Council” means the Ringwood Town Council and includes 

any Committee of the Council or any officers appointed by the Council to undertake duties under the 
Allotments Acts, 1908 to 1950. 

 
DEFINITION OF THE PERSONS ELIGIBLE TO BE TENANTS OF THE ALLOTMENT GARDENS 
 
2.  (a) Allotments are provided for any resident, over the age of 18, within Ringwood Town Council’s 

boundaries, subject to availability.  A chronological waiting list will be kept and allotments will only be let 
to residents, over the age of 18, of neighbouring parishes if there are no suitable residents within the 
Ringwood Town Council boundaries on the list. Whilst there is a waiting list, a tenant may not be 
allocated more than only one full allotment plot. 

 
     (b)   For the purposes of this clause, the Council, acting through its Town Clerk, may determine that a 

resident shall not be deemed to be a “suitable resident” if he/she has previously held an allotment, the 
tenancy of which was terminated as a result of non-payment of the rental or a failure to comply with any 
of the General Conditions set out in Clause 4 of these Rules. 

 
AGREEMENTS FOR LETTING ALLOTMENT GARDENS 
 
3. An agreement to let an allotment garden to an applicant may be signed by the Town Clerk or Deputy 

Town Clerk on behalf of the Council.  
 
GENERAL CONDITIONS UNDER WHICH THE ALLOTMENT GARDENS ARE TO BE CULTIVATED 
 
4. The tenant of an allotment garden shall comply with the following conditions:- 
 

a) The tenant shall keep the allotment garden clean and in a good state of cultivation and fertility and in 
good condition. 

 
b) The tenant shall not cause any nuisance or annoyance to the occupier of any other allotment garden, 

or obstruct any path set out by the Council for the use of the occupiers of the allotment gardens.  
 

c) The tenant shall not take any dog in his charge onto the allotment site except on a lead and under 
control. 

 
d) The tenant shall not underlet, assign, or part with the possession of the allotment garden or any part of 

it.  
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e) The tenant shall not, without the written consent of the Council, cut or prune any timber or other trees, 
or take, sell, or carry away any mineral, gravel, sand or clay. 

 
f) The tenant shall keep every hedge that forms part of the allotment garden properly cut and trimmed, 

keep all ditches properly cleansed, and maintain and keep in repair any other fences and any gates on 
the allotment garden. 

 
g) The tenant shall not, without the written consent of the Council erect any building on the allotment 

garden, provided that consent shall not be refused under this sub-paragraph to the erection of any 
building reasonably necessary for the purpose of keeping hens or rabbits or for the storage of 
gardening implements.  Consent under this Clause will not normally be given for any building, or 
buildings, that in total exceed 6’ x8’ (2m x 2.4m) in size. 

      
      h) The tenant shall not, without the written consent of the Council, keep any tree exceeding 2m in height 

on the allotment. 
 
       i)  The tenant shall not use barbed wire for a fence adjoining any path set out by the Council for the use 

      of the occupiers of the allotment gardens. 
 

  j)   The tenant shall, as regards the allotment garden, observe and perform all conditions and covenants 
contained in the lease (if any) under which the Council holds the land. 

 
k)   The tenant shall observe and perform any special condition which the Council considers necessary 

to preserve the allotment garden from deterioration, and of which notice to applicants for the allotment 
garden is given in accordance with these Rules.  

 
l) Watering: standpipes are provided for obtaining water for the Allotment Garden.   
 Under no circumstances may tenants connect sprinklers or automatic water systems to the 

water supply. 
 
m) The tenant shall not use the allotment garden for the purpose of any trade or business. 
 
n) The tenant shall be permitted to compost garden waste on the plot providing: 
 
 (i) the total area of any compost heaps shall not exceed 9 square metres  (3m x 3m); 
 
 (ii) no household waste shall be brought onto the plot;  
 
      and 
 
 (iii) the compost shall be properly managed to avoid infestation by vermin. 

 
PAYMENT OF RENT 
 
5.  The rent of an allotment garden shall, unless otherwise agreed in writing, be paid yearly on the 29th 
September in each year. 
 
POWER TO INSPECT ALLOTMENT GARDENS 
 
6.  Any member or officer of the Council shall be entitled at any time when directed by the Council to enter and 
inspect an allotment garden. 
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TERMINATION OF A TENANCY OF AN ALLOTMENT GARDEN 
 
7. The tenancy of an allotment garden shall, unless otherwise agreed in writing, terminate on the 29th 
September each year.  
 
It may also be terminated by the Council by re-entry after one month’s notice:- 
 

a) If the rent is in arrear for not less than 40 days, or 
 

b) If the tenant is not duly observing the Rules affecting the allotment garden, or any other term or 
condition of his tenancy, or if the tenant becomes bankrupt or compounds with his creditors. 

 
The tenancy may also be terminated by the Council or tenant by twelve months’ notice in writing expiring on 
29th September in any year. 
 
EXEMPTION OF CERTAIN LETTINGS FROM THESE RULES 
 
9. These Rules shall not apply to any land let to an association, or to any allotment garden which the Council, 
under special circumstances, to be recorded in their minutes, may exempt from these rules, but shall apply, 
except as aforesaid, to an allotment garden though held under a tenancy made before these Rules come into  
operation, but not so as to affect any right to compensation for an improvement  executed before these Rules 
come into operation. 
 
SERVICE OF NOTICES 
 
10.  Any notice may be served on a tenant either personally or by leaving it at his last known place of abode, or 
by registered letter addressed to him there, or by fixing the same in some conspicuous manner on the 
allotment garden. 
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