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SOUTH WEST CORNER
OF THE FURLONG

In the Love it/Hate it con-
sultations on the Town
Plan you said you want-
ed a public hall. The
Town Council is backing
the people of Ringwood
by supporting Option 1
in the New Forest District
Council’'s consultation
on the future of The
Furlong Car Park that
you will be receiving
shortly.

The Town Council has
looked at the possibility of
providing a public hall previ-
ously at Carvers Recreation
Ground and on the sports
field at Parsonage Barn
Lane. Local opposition and
cost have stopped both
schemes. We have looked
at other sites, including the
old cinema, which was too
small, but have not been able
to find anything that we feel
the town could afford without
a massive increase in the
council tax.

A new community building incorporating a hall

But that could all change. You now have the opportunity to
encourage the District Council, which owns the Furlong Car
Park, to construct the community facility you have asked for in
the town centre with no increase in your council tax. It will
include a new community building incorporating a hall, cine-
ma’/theatre facility and extra car parking within the site and
retains the Plane trees.

Standing still is not an option. The retail sector will either
grow or shrink. The Town Council believes that Ringwood
should not become a dormitory town and therefore supports
some managed growth. Our consultations show this is sup-
ported by all generations of Ringwood people and by the
District’s consultants who say that we need an additional
4,400 sq metres (45,000 sq feet) of retail space in the Town
centre by 2018. The proposed extension of the existing
Furlong Centre will not provide that amount of space.

The Town Council has looked carefully at the four options

offered by the District Council and believes that Option 1 has
a huge advantage for the town over all the others. It will allow
the community facilities you have asked for to be built without
an increase in your council tax.

In reaching this decision the Council asked itself the simple
question ‘which of the four options will bring the greatest
long term benefits and wealth to Ringwood’s residents,
retailers and the commercial sector without adversely
affecting the natural character of the town?’ Councillors
have also looked at each one to see whether any of them will
be the source of regret in future years.

Historically we are well known as a Market Town to which
people came from the outlying areas to trade. In those days
trading took place in Markets, nowadays it is in shops. If
Ringwood is to retain and enhance that tradition it must make
sure that it has the capability and facilities to serve people
from the outlying areas as well as its residents.

Councillors know it is vitally important for the character of
the town to be retained. Any development must complement
the historic nature of the town and the existing economic
activity to create wealth for residents and businesses alike.



Option 1 - A mixed use option

A single extra deck over this
long stay car parking Area
could provide 300 extra car
This building would include parking spaces.

Public offices and replacement This could be the first stage of
toilet & visitor information a new development to ensure
centre adequate parking is always
available.

| Surface car parking for short
stay visitors could be provided
in this area

New public square linking the
furlong with the high street

The other main development
opportunity is between the
Furlong shopping centre and
the Market Place

A new bus station/taxi facility

/' could be provided in this area
— 7 |

| Historic alignment of the
Furlong retained

Meeting House Lane either
closed to vehicles or access
severely limited

| New shopping development -
up to 3000 sq metres

I~ A multi decked car park in this
area (the same height as the
other buildings) could provide
150 car parking spaces

/ New 300 seat community

theatre/venue

Best of existing trees retained Possible extension to Sainsbury’s store

Options 1 and 2 in the consultation document provide addi-

tional retail space and car parking. Neither scheme provides
any financial risks to either the District or Town Councils.

Option 1 includes retail space but importantly
includes a new community facility. It will incorporate
a theatre/cinema style community building with 300
retractable seats, additional car parking and a new
bus/taxi interchange. In addition there will be new
toilets and Visitor Information Centre, the retention of
most of the Plane trees and the creation of a much-
needed green space in that area at no capital cost to
residents.

Option 3 provides new public toilets, Visitor
Information Centre, offices for the District and Town
Councils and a fairly small community building. It
would also result in loss of car parking spaces. The
town would have to pay for the community facility.
Even allowing for the sale of our existing offices, the
cost of building the public hall will be in excess of
£1m and could easily reach £2m. Those costs can
only be met by an increase in the council tax. Aloan
over 20 years to pay for the building would increase
the council tax we levy by nearly 50%. Town
Councillors do not think that is good value.

Option 2 provides for retail development, a new
public grassed open space, toilets and Visitor
Information Centre as Option 1 together with addi-
tional car parking and a modern bus/taxi interchange.
But no community facilities will be provided and any
income from the disposal of the land would go to the
District Council. There is no commitment that those
monies will be ploughed back into the town. They
could be used anywhere in the New Forest.

Option 4 is clearly the easiest option. It compris-
es the replacement of the existing toilet block and
Visitor Information Centre but does nothing to
improve the attractiveness or other facilities in the
town and would result in the loss of car parking
spaces. It would therefore be a hugely missed
opportunity because it does less than stand still it
actually moves the town backwards and will not
encourage people to visit the town.

Retail therapy is a growing leisure occupation;
if we do not provide for it other towns will.

If Ringwood is to have a real future we must make sure it is a prosperous
one, so please think carefully and respond to the District’s consultation.

You have the opportunity to make your voice heard
about Ringwood’s future - please use it.
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